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I EXCLUSIVE 

Moira Deeming reveals the terms of her Liberal 
Party suspension and why she will continue 
fighting for women's rights 
In an exclusive interview with Peta Credlin, suspended Liberal MP Moira Deeming explains the terms of her 
suspension, and why she'll continue fighting for sex-based rights 

Patrick Hannaford Digital Reporter 

5 min read April 18, 2023 - 7:00PM 59comments 
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Victorian Liberal MP Moira Deeming has spoken out about her traumatic experience with abuse following her suspension from the party after her appearance at a 
pro-women's rally was hijacked by nee-Nazis. 

Moira Deeming has outlined why she will continue fighting for women's rights, and how the drive to 

clear her family's name led her to accept a nine-month suspension from the Victorian Liberal Party. 

The Victorian MP was embroiled in controversy last month after she attended a 'Let Women Speak' 

rally that was crashed by nee-Nazis. 

In the week that followed, Victorian Opposition leader John Pesutto sought to have Ms Deeming 

expelled from the Liberal Party based on accusations that were ultimately proven false. 



2571

Now, In an excluslve lnteMew wtth Sky News Australia's Peta Credlln, Ms Deeming has explained 
Wl'lat It was Ike being falsely accused of haVlng Naz.1-sympalhlas, and Wl'ly she bell&Ves the fight for 

sex-based righta i8 so important 

Mol111 Dee"*'1 Mi down .tth Sky NeweAustrala'e ~ Crvdlln for a lull-el lntsrmw. Pfclurct; Sky New8 
Auslllllia 

Subscribe to stream on the Sky News Australia app 

You can now subscribe to stream four news channels live, and watch full Sky News 
Australia shows on demand, with the Sky News Australia app on rnobll• and 
tablet devices. 

• Pownloadtbe•~. 
• Download the app for Android 

'The one thing I WB6 never ever expecting was to be called a Nazi sympathiser - In any way." Ms 
Deeming told Cradlln. explalnlng that she wea partlalty raised by her aunt and uncle. who waa a 
Holocaust survivor. 

'It was Just 11uch a shock because It wae so obviously untrue ... And It Just got 1NOt"88 and wors8. It 
88emecl ID snowball. I Just couldn't believe how far and wtde It was being spread." 

Ma Deeming, who ha8 a long hiatory of involllament with the Victorian Liberal Party said that she 
rasi8ted the urge lo defend heruelf in the media at the time because the federal Liberal Party heel 
asked her to '1ay low" untll e:fler the Aston by-Gl8ctlon. 

'It was very truatraling hearing ell these people - men in pertiCIJler - telling me \Wlether I should or 
should not, as an almoat 40.year-4lld woman, go out and speak peacefully about my righta on 
parliament steps," ehe ea.id. 

'It was very degrading and demeaning to have people on Q&A tell me that I shookl have stayed 

home, that I should just go home and atay In bad, or that my views on thla Issue are not Important 
bacauae lhay'te not genuine. 

'Those two things were said, and especially lhe one about my "'8ws not being genuine, that really !hat 
rvdyhurt." 
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MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA- NewsWire Photos 27 MARCH 2023: Moira Deeming is seen leaving the Victorian 
Liberal MPs meeting to vote on leader John Pesutto's bid to expel her. Picture: NCA Newswire I Luis Ascui 

Ms Deeming revealed the deeply personal reasons that motivate her commitment to women's rights. 

"I've experienced what it's like to be vulnerable," she said. 

"I was abused as a child. I was often targeted in the toilets. I've had men expose themselves to me in 

public change rooms and toilets. But. .. I had the right to do something about it and to complain." 

Ms Deeming said that the rights that that recourse available to her is no longer there under the current 

law. 

"That was the biggest difference that I could see in the law was that women and girts have no right to 

complain anymore when their boundaries are invaded like that. 

"I have three daughters and I have a son, and irs just so enraging that anyone thinks it's acceptable to 

put my daughters, or me, or any woman or any girt at such high risk where any man can now come 

into our changerooms and toilets and we aren't allowed to question why they're there.'' 

SKYNEWS.COM.AU 08:24 

~he hasn't done anything to deserve suspension': Abbott 
~efends Moira Deeming 

Former prime minister Tony Abbott has defended embattled Moira Deeming after the Victorian MP was handed a nine-month 
suspension over her involvement with a ... 

She said said it was this removal of laws that protect women and girts that motivated her decision to 

enter politics, and she will continue fighting for them. 

·1 couldn't believe that everything that I had enjoyed in terms of women's rights were now going to be 

denied to my three daughters," she said. 

Asked if she thought Victorians understood the extent of the legal changes that have occurred, Ms 

Deeming said she didn't think so. 
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"I think they look back on the horrors of what happened to gay people and I think that's the same thing 

here again - which is fair enough. Those things were terrible," she said. 

"But it's very easy to make room in society for adults to make their own decisions. The problem with 

this issue is that there's just a direct conflict between women's rights and trans rights. 

"Whether we like it or not, if you destroy or remove the definition of what a woman is to include men ... 

if gender identity is more important in biological sex, then we lose all of our sex-based rights." 

Ms Deeming said this change made women and children unsafe. But despite the accusations of being 

anti-trans, it wasn't trans people she was concerned about - it was "bad men" who would take 

advantage of the laws. 

Exclusive: Sky News host Peta Credlin has revealed how Moira Deeming's "powerful" speech save 

d her from being expelled from the Victorian Liberal Party, and what it means John Pesutto's leader 

ship.https://t.co/u9e9kXx8iC 

-Sky News Australia (@SkyNewsAust) March 27, 2023 

"It means we're vulnerable - not to trans people in particular, just men. 

"It's just about something that we all acknowledge as a reality, which is that in general, women have to 

be very careful about men - it's not controversial. And good men understand that. .. they're happy to 

let us have our boundaries. But I just think it emboldens and gives a legal excuse for bad men." 

The Victorian MP also revealed - for the first time - the conditions of her nine-month suspension, and 

why she chose to accept it despite her assertion she has "said and done nothing wrong". 

"So technically, there were no grounds listed for the suspension," Ms Deeming said. 

"It was just (that) the other motion - that I had brought the party into disrepute and that I was in any 

way associated with Nazism - that was all withdrawn. And then a new motion was put up that I be 

suspended." 

Ms Deeming said there were three conditions that informed her decision to accept the suspension, 

with the most important being the clearing of her name. 

"I said look, so long as all of the guilt of that particular notice of motion Is removed from me, because 

my main goal the whole time was just to have my name cleared - for the sake of my family, for the 

sake of my husband's career, for my children, for our family name. 

SKYNEWS.COM.AU 05:17 

~i~gusting': John Pesutto continues to 'demonise' and 'gag' 
\Jo1ra Deeming 

Ifs disgusting how Victorian Liberal Leader John Pasutto is trying to fit Moira Deeming up as "soma kind of BXlramisr as a way 
to "burnish his own strong man ... 

"I just didn't want that [accusation] anywhere near our name. And that was just non-negotiable to me. 

And so even a nine-month suspension, I was willing to take it so long as that was achieved. 

"And so the three conditions were that it's automatic reinstatement after nine months, the clearing of 

my name from that notice of motion, and a joint statement. 
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"And so that's why I accepted it. It didn't feel like a victory at the time. {But) my main goal was just to 
clear my family name. So I was willing to take that.• 

Ms Deeming said that people trying to paint her as a far-right extremist because of her views on 

issues like abortion were just "superimposing a stereotype" on her. 

"People who know me know that, yes, I am personally pro-life, but I accept that there's a mandate for 

abortion laws and that," she said. 

Asked whether she wanted to change the abortion laws, Ms Deeming said there was no democratic 

mandate for that and she respected democracy. 

"I mean, I would love it if nobody wanted to get an abortion. Thars what I would love. But thars not the 

reality. And I do respect the Democratic process. There's no mandate for it. 

"I didn't mention it in my maiden speech. The newspapers all started talking about how I had 

mentioned it. I didn't even say the word - I've never said the word in Parliament." 
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