From: Moira Deeming
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2023 8:33 AM

To: rachelbaxendale <rachelbaxendale

Subject:

MEDIA STATEMENT

Less than three months into my first term as a Liberal MP, | spoke at a rally to defend the right of women and girls

to single-sex spaces and the protection of sex-based rights.

The rally was attended by ordinary people from across the political spectrum. Terrifyingly, it was also gate-
crashed by groups of masked Neo-Nazi sympathisers and radical activists, resulting in our microphone being
broken, myself and another young woman being assaulted and our rally having to end early due to the inability of

police to keep these violent groups away from us.

Both during and after our rally, | and the organisers publicly condemned the Neo-Nazis, Nazism, antisemitism and

bigotry of any kind. I did not know those neo-Nazis and did not arrange for them to gatecrash our event.

The next day, | was called into a meeting and informed by the Liberal Party leadership that if | refused to
denounce the ‘Let Women Speak’ rally and it’s organisers as being extremists and Nazi’s/Nazi associates, they’d
move a motion to expel me from the parliamentary team. Or, | was told, | could ‘just resign and make it easier on

everyone’. | declined.

I was then falsely and publicly accused by the Victorian Liberal Leader, Mr John Pesutto, of being a knowing
associate of Neo-Nazi sympathisers and extremists, and therefore deserving of expulsion from the Parliamentary
Liberal Party. Mr Pesutto has denied making these accusations against me. He claims instead that he sought my
expulsion because I'm guilty by association with persons, who were themselves guilty by association with neo-
Nazism. The guilt by association fallacy is well known. But Mr Pesutto’ s version of guilt by association twice or
thrice removed for the most extreme and serious punishment of expulsion, appears to be an excuse rather than a
reason. Even Mr Pesutto’ s very own ‘evidence dossier’, which he distributed to my colleagues, the public and the

media, has since been shown to be false.

These unjustifiable and defamatory actions have caused me, my husband and our four children, enormous harm,
personally, financially and reputationally. But out of respect for the Liberal Party members who have supported
me, | and many other senior Liberal figures have tried to use internal party processes to resolve this matter and
avoid legal action for eight long months. All | have ever wanted from Mr Pesutto was a full and official
exoneration so that my children don’t have to live under this ‘Nazi bigot’ slur, restoration of my financial position,

and my rightful return to the Party Room as an elected Liberal MP.
This week, | made one last attempt to mediate and seek a resolution of this wrongful treatment in private. | made

an offer on Wednesday and met with Mr Pesutto and Victorian Liberal Party State President, Mr Phil Davies
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yesterday afternoon. Unfortunately, the mediation failed. It is therefore with great regret as a current Liberal
Party member, that | am now left with no option but to lodge my defamation case against Mr Pesutto in court.
For the sake of my family, | have to bring this matter to a conclusion as it is has dominated our lives for most of
this year.

| want to assure my Liberal Party supporters once more, that | remain faithful to our party’s values and that not
one dollar of party funds, nor any taxpayer funds, will be used in my legal action to restore my reputation, and
that of my family.

Kind Regards,

Moira Deeming MP

State Member for the Western Metropolitan Region

Sunbury | Niddrie | Tarneit | Werribee | Williamstown | Point Cook | Sydenham | Kororoit | Footscray | Laverton |St
Albans

Suite 1 & 2, Level 2, 13-15 Lake Street, Caroline Springs VIC 3023
Phone (03) 8363 0288
Email moira.deeming@parliament.vic.gov.au

Support Moira & subscribe at www.moiradeemingmp.com
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This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is intended solely for the named
addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message or responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee,
you may not copy or deliver this message or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message
and its attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail.
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