NOTICE OF FILING

Details of Filing

Document Lodged: Affidavit - Form 59 - Rule 29.02(1)

Court of Filing FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA (FCA)

Date of Lodgment: 30/07/2024 12:10:38 PM AEST

Date Accepted for Filing: 30/07/2024 12:10:43 PM AEST

File Number: VID1023/2023

File Title: MOIRA DEEMING v JOHN PESUTTO

Registry: VICTORIA REGISTRY - FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA

g\k La\g/ay

Registrar
Important Information
This Notice has been inserted as the first page of the document which has been accepted for electronic filing. It is
now taken to be part of that document for the purposes of the proceeding in the Court and contains important
information for all parties to that proceeding. It must be included in the document served on each of those
parties.

The date of the filing of the document is determined pursuant to the Court’s Rules.

200



Form 59
Rule 29.02(1)
Affidavit of David Hodgett

VID 1023 of 2023
Federal Court of Australia

District Registry: Victoria

Division: General

MOIRA DEEMING
Applicant

JOHN PESUTTO
Respondent

Affidavit of: David Hodgett

Address: [

Occupation: Member of Parliament
Date: 30 July 2024

. David Hodgett, of [ < o~ oaih:

1. | swore my first affidavit on 24 May 2024 (First Affidavit).

2. In this affidavit, | adopt the defined terms used in my First Affidavit.

Introduction

3 | have been a member of the Liberal Party since 2001. Since then, | have interacted

frequently with members of the Liberal Party.

4. As set out at paragraph [1] of my First Affidavit, | have been the Liberal Member of the
Victorian Legislative Assembly since 2006, representing the electorates of Kilsyth (2006
to 2014) and Croydon (2014 to date). Kilsyth was an electoral district in the outer eastern
suburbs of Melbourne, encompassing the suburbs of Bayswater North and Croydon South

and parts of the suburbs of Kilsyth, Lilydale and Montrose. Croydon is an electoral district

Filed on behalf of (name & role of party) Moira Deeming, Applicant

Prepared by (name of person/lawyer) Patrick George, Solicitor

Law firm (if applicable) Giles George .

Tel 1300 204 602 Fax

Email patrick.george@agilesgeorge.com.au | jeremy.marel@agilesgeorge.com.au | petar.sirkali@gilesgeorge.com.au

Address for service Level 7, 135 King Street
(include state and postcode) Sydney NSW 2000

[Version 3 form approved 02/05/2019)
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10.

11.

12.

Sworn by the deponent
at Melbourne

in Victoria

on 30 July 2024

have staunch views on particular topics. Not all of us agree with them. But | had never
heard it suggested that Mrs Deeming held hateful views. My observation and perception
at the time was that her views on sex-based rights had a lot of popular support within the

circles in which | mixed.

Based on my experience in politics, | think that Mrs Deeming’s attendance at the ‘Let
Women Speak’ Rally would not have been a focus for the media if the Media Release had
not been published, and the focus would have been on the Nazis on the steps of
Parliament, not on Mrs Deeming or the Rally. There was the risk that the Premier and or

government would conflate the issues and use it to attack the Party for political advantage.

| have given my recollection of the 21 March Meeting at [16]-[18] of my First Affidavit. | do
not recall Mrs Deeming describing an image as ‘hilarious’, but | do recall her flicking
through the Expulsion Motion and Dossier to seek to refute the allegations in it. My

recollection is that, in effect, she was ridiculing that the contents of the Expulsion Motion

and Dossier justified her being expelled.

| have given my recollection of the events of 27 March 2023 at [19]-[30] of my First
Affidavit. Based on my experience in politics, the words ‘joint statement’ are ordinarily
understood to mean a statement with comments from both people with the letterheads of
both people. During the meetings to prepare the statement, Mrs Deeming had asked
where Mr Pesutto’s words were, and it was clear to me at the time, and | thought it was
clear to the others in the room, that she thought her statement was going to be merged
with a statement from Mr Pesutto, to be a joint statement, which is what the Party Room

had voted on. That was also my understanding at the time.
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	13. Second affidavit of David Hodgett - 30 July 2024



