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GLOSSARY
Administrative notices
See practice notes.

Alternative procedure agreement
A type of Indigenous land use agreement.

Appeal
An application to a higher court to review a decision 
of a lower court or tribunal. For example, an appeal 
from a decision of a Federal Circuit and Family Court 
(Division 2) judge may be made to the Federal Court, 
and a decision of a single judge of the Federal Court 
may be the subject of an appeal to the Full Court of 
the Federal Court.

Appellate jurisdiction
The power given to a court to hear appeals in certain 
proceedings.

Applicant
The individual, organisation or corporation who/
which applies to the Court to start legal proceedings 
against another person or persons. Also known as 
‘plaintiff’ in admiralty and corporations proceedings 
and in some other courts. In the National Native Title 
Tribunal, the applicant is the person or persons who 
make an application for a determination of native 
title or a future act determination.

Application
The document that starts most proceedings  
in the Federal Court.

Area agreement
A type of Indigenous land use agreement.

Body corporate agreement
A type of Indigenous land use agreement.

Cause of action
A term used in the Federal Court’s case  
management system to classify proceedings 
commenced with the Court.

Compensation application
An application made by Indigenous Australians 
seeking compensation for loss or impairment of 
their native title.

Cross appeal
An application by a respondent in an appeal also 
seeking a review of the lower court or tribunal 
decision and made in response to the appeal.  
A cross appeal is not required if the respondent  
is simply seeking that the decision of the lower  
court or tribunal be upheld.

Cross claim
A claim made in a proceeding by one party against a 
co-party, such as the first respondent (or defendant) 
against the second respondent (or defendant). 
However, if the claim in the proceeding is by one 
party against an opposing party, such as the 
respondent (or defendant) against the applicant 
(plaintiff), it is called a counter claim. A cross claim 
has to be closely connected to what is in dispute in 
the original claim or a counter claim.

Directions
Orders made by the Court or a judge in relation to 
the conduct of a proceeding. Before the trial or 
hearing of a matter a judge may give directions so 
that the parties involved will be properly ready. The 
directions usually set down a list of steps to be taken 
by the parties and the deadline for those steps. The 
steps usually involve filing of material and defining 
the issues that require a decision by the Court.

Discovery
A process by which the parties involved in a legal 
proceeding must inform each other of documents 
they have in their possession and which relate to the 
matters in dispute between the parties.

Docket system
A system by which each case is allocated to a 
particular judge who will then see the case through 
to completion. In the Federal Court the system is 
called the Individual Docket System.

Electronic court file
A digital version of the Court file including all 
documents filed with the Court or created by  
the Court.

Exhibit
A document or item produced in court for the 
purpose of becoming part of the evidence in a 
proceeding.
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Filing of documents
The process of the Court accepting a document or 
documents lodged by a party to a proceeding.

First instance
A proceeding heard in the Court’s original 
jurisdiction.

Full Court
Three or more judges sitting together to hear a 
proceeding.

Future act
A proposed activity on land and/or waters 
that may affect native title.

Future act determination
A decision by the National Native Title Tribunal either 
that a future act cannot be done, or can be done with 
or without conditions. In making the determination, 
the Tribunal takes into account (among other things) 
the effect of the future act on the enjoyment by 
the native title party of their registered rights and 
interests and the economic or other significant 
impacts of the future act and any public interest in 
the act being done.

Future act determination application
An application requesting the National Native Title 
Tribunal to determine whether a future act can be 
done (with or without conditions).

Good faith negotiations (native title)
All negotiation parties must negotiate in good faith 
in relation to the doing of future acts to which the 
right to negotiate applies (Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) 
section 31(1) (b)). See the list of indicia put forward 
by the National Native Title Tribunal of what may 
constitute good faith in its guide to future act 
decisions made under the right to negotiate scheme 
at www.nntt.gov.au. Each party and each person 
representing a party must act in good faith in 
relation to the conduct of the mediation of a native 
title application (section 136B(4)).

Hearing
That part of a proceeding where the parties present 
evidence and submissions to the Court.

Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA)
A voluntary, legally binding agreement about the use 
and management of land or waters, made between 
one or more native title groups and others (such as 
miners, pastoralists, governments).

Interlocutory application
Interlocutory proceedings are for dealing with a 
specific issue in a matter – usually between the filing 
of the application and the giving of the final hearing 
and decision. An interlocutory application may be for 
interim relief (such as an injunction) or in relation to 
a procedural step (such as discovery).

Judgment
The final order or set of orders made by the Court 
after a hearing, often accompanied by reasons, 
which set out the facts and law applied in the case. 
A judgment is said to be ‘reserved’ when the Court 
postpones the delivery of the judgment to a later 
date to allow time to consider the evidence and 
submissions. A judgment is said to be ‘ex tempore’ 
when the Court gives the judgment orally at the 
hearing or soon after.

Jurisdiction
The extent of legal authority or power of the  
Court to apply the law.

Litigants
Individuals, organisations or companies who/which 
are the parties to a proceeding before the Court.

Litigant-in-Person
A party to a proceeding who is not represented 
by a legal practitioner and, instead, conducts the 
proceeding on his or her own behalf.

Mediation (or assisted dispute resolution)
A process in which an impartial third party (the 
mediator) assists the parties in an attempt to bring 
about an agreed settlement or compromise, without 
requiring a decision of the Court.

Milestone agreement
An agreement on issues, such as a process or 
framework agreement, that leads towards the 
resolution of a native title matter but does not fully 
resolve it.

National Court Framework
The National Court Framework is a number of 
reforms to the Court’s case management approach.

http://www.nntt.gov.au/
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National Native Title Register
The record of native title determinations.

National Native Title Tribunal Member

A person who has been appointed by the  
Governor-General as a member of the Tribunal  
under the Native Title Act 1993. Members are 
classified as presidential and non-presidential. 
Some members are full-time and others are part-
time appointees.

National Practice Areas
Subject matter areas in which the Court’s work is 
organised and managed.

Native title claimant application/claim
An application made for the legal recognition of 
native title rights and interests held by Indigenous 
Australians.

Native title determination
A decision by an Australian court or other  
recognised body that native title does or does 
not exist. A determination is made either when 
parties have reached an agreement after mediation 
(consent determination) or following a trial process 
(litigated determination).

Native title representative body
Representative Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander 
Body also known as native title representative 
bodies are recognised and funded by the Australian 
Government to provide a variety of functions 
under the Native Title Act 1993. These functions 
include assisting and facilitating native title 
holders to access and exercise their rights under 
the Native Title Act 1993, certifying applications for 
determinations of native title and area agreements, 
resolving intra-Indigenous disputes, agreement-
making and ensuring that notices given under the 
Native Title Act 1993 are brought to the attention of 
the relevant people.

Non-claimant application
An application made by a person who does not claim 
to have native title but who seeks a determination 
that native title does or does not exist.

Notification
The process by which people, organisations and/ 
or the general public are advised by the relevant 
government of their intention to do certain acts or 
by the National Native Title Tribunal that certain 
applications under the Native Title Act 1993 have 
been made.

On-country
Description applied to activities that take place on 
the relevant area of land, for example mediation 
conferences or Federal Court hearings taking 
place on or near the area covered by a native title 
application.

Original jurisdiction
The authority or legal power of the Court to  
hear a case in the first instance.

Parties
People involved in a court case. Applicants, 
appellants, respondents and defendants are 
generally called ‘parties.’

Practice notes
Notices issued by the Chief Justice on advice of the 
judges of the Court.

Prescribed body corporate
A body nominated by native title holders which will 
represent them and manage their native title rights 
and interests once a determination that native title 
exists has been made.

Proceeding
The regular and orderly progression of a lawsuit, 
including all acts and events between the time of 
commencement and the judgment.

Register of Indigenous Land Use Agreements
A record of all Indigenous Land Use Agreements 
(ILUAs) that have been registered. An ILUA can 
only be registered when there are no obstacles to 
registration or when those obstacles have been 
resolved.

Register of Native Title Claims
The record of native title claimant applications that 
have been filed with the Federal Court, referred to 
the Native Title Registrar and generally have met the 
requirements of the registration test.

Registered native title claimant
A person or persons whose names(s) appear as ‘the 
applicant’ in relation to a claim that has met the 
conditions of the registration test and is on the 
Register of Native Title Claims.
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Registration test
A set of conditions under the Native Title Act 1993 
that is applied to native title claimant applications.  
If an application meets all the conditions, it is 
included in the Register of Native Title Claims, 
and the claimants then gain the right to negotiate, 
together with certain other rights, while their 
application is under way.

Regulations
The Federal Court of Australia Regulations 2004 
which prescribe the filing and other fees that  
must be paid in relation to proceedings in the 
Federal Court.

Respondent
The individual, organisation or corporation against 
whom/which legal proceedings are commenced. 
Also known as a ‘defendant’ in admiralty and 
corporations proceedings and in some courts.  
In an appeal it is the party who/which did not 
commence the appeal.

Rules
Rules made by the judges which set out the 
procedures for conducting a proceeding.  
The current rules of the Federal Court are the 
Federal Court Rules 2011, Federal Court (Corporations) 
Rules 2000 (for proceedings under the Corporations 
Act 2001) and Federal Court (Bankruptcy) Rules 2016 
(for proceedings under the Bankruptcy Act 1966).

Setting down fee
A fee that must be paid when a date is set for hearing 
a matter. It includes the first day’s hearing fee and, 
usually, has to be paid at least 28 days before the 
hearing. 
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ALPHABETICAL INDEX
A
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
	 acknowledgment of country, i
	 Indigenous clerkships, 83
	 Indigenous land use agreements, 107
	 Indigenous land use agreements map, 109
	 National Native Title Tribunal see National Native  

Title Tribunal
	 Native Title NPA see Native Title NPA
acronyms and abbreviations, 154
administration of Court, 91
	 Client Service Officers, 93
	 complaints and complaints policy, 95–6
	 error correction, 95
	 executive, 92
	 Executive Director, Court and Tribunal Services’ report, 

98–9
	 Executive Director, Strategy and Corporate Services’ 

report, 97
	 Information Publication Scheme, 96
	 internal and external scrutiny, 95
	 organisational structure, 91
	 staff of Court, 92–3
Administrative and Constitutional Law and Human  

Rights (ACLHR) NPA, 32
	 ACLHR NPA judges, 32
	 decisions of interest, 33–4
	 National ACLHR Coordinating Judges, 32
	 National Coordinating Judges’ report, 33
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 32
	 workload snapshot, 33
Admiralty and Maritime (A&M) NPA, 38
	 2023 Admiralty Marshals and Judges’ Workshop, 39
	 Admiralty and Maritime NPA judges, 38
	 Admiralty Users Group, 39
	 decisions of interest, 39–40
	 National A&M Coordinating Judges, 38
	 National Coordinating Judges’ report, 39
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 35
	 workload snapshot, 38
Appellate Court
	 sittings, changes to, 3
appellate jurisdiction, 12
	 Judge Appellate Jurisdiction, 26–7
	 migration NPA, 35
assisted dispute resolution (ADR)
	 mediation, 28–9
	 Other Federal Jurisdiction NPA, 71
Audit Committee, 141

Australian Competition Tribunal
	 activities, 112
	 decisions of interest, 112
	 functions and powers, 111
	 membership, 111–12
	 practice and procedure, 111
	 staff, 111–12
Australian Human Rights Commission, 110

B
bankruptcy
	 direct financial counselling project in bankruptcy 

proceedings, 77
	 proceedings before Judicial Registrar, 45
Banks-Smith, Katrina, 127
Burley, Stephen, 123–4

C
case management, 30–1
	 registrars, work allocated to, 30–1
Charlesworth, Natalie, 122
Cheeseman, Elizabeth, 132
Chief Executive Officer, 92
	 contact details, 159
Chief Justice
	 chambers’ contact details, 159
	 year in review, 1–7
Colvin, Craig, 128Commercial and Corporations (C&C) NPA, 

41
	 C&C NPA Coordinating Judges, 42
	 decisions of interest, 48–50
	 legal profession, consultation/engagement with, 47
	 National C&C Coordinating Judges, 41
	 National Coordinating Judges’ report, 47
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 42
	 sub-areas (NPSAs), 43–6
	 workload snapshot, 41
Commercial and Corporations NPA sub-areas (NPSAs)
	 Commercial Arbitration NPSA, 43
	 Commercial Contracts, Banking, Finance and  

Insurance NPSA, 44
	 Corporations and Corporate Insolvency NPSA, 44–5
	 Economic Regulator, Competition and Access NPSA, 45
	 General and Personal Insolvency NPSA, 46
	 Regulator and Consumer Protection NPSA, 46
Commercial Arbitration List, 43
Commercial Contracts, Banking, Finance and Insurance 

NPSA, 44
committees, 141–2



PART 7

FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA ANNUAL REPORT 2023–24160

	 Audit Committee, 141
	 Criminal Procedure Committee, 141
	 Digital Practice Committee, 141
	 International Cooperation Committee, 141
	 Judicial Education Committee, 141
	 Judicial Education Conference subcommittee, 141
	 Judicial Wellbeing Committee, 141
	 Judicial Workplace Conduct Committee, 141
	 Library and Archives Committee, 141
	 Media Committee, 141
	 Operations and Finance Forum, 141
	 Remuneration Committee, 141
	 Rules Committee, 141
	 Security Committee, 141
community and professional engagement, 3–4
community relations, 81–3
	 Indigenous clerkships, 83
	 judgments publication, 82
	 judicial education, national standard on, 82
	 legal community, 81
	 legal education programs and reform activities, 

involvement in, 82
	 Lives and Times of Judges podcast series, 83
	 user groups, 81
	 work placements, 83
competition
	 Australian Competition Tribunal see Australian 

Competition Tribunal
	 Economic Regulator, Competition and Access NPSA, 45
complaints
	 complaints policy, 95
	 judicial complaints procedure, 96
composition of Court
	 changes in, 3
constitutional law
	 ACLHR NPA see Administrative and Constitutional Law 

and Human Rights (ACLHR) NPA
contact details, 159
Copyright and Industrial Design NPSA, 60
Copyright Tribunal
	 activities, 113
	 cases of interest, 113
	 functions and powers, 112
	 membership, 113
	 practice and procedure, 112
	 staff, 113
Corporations and Corporate Insolvency NPSA, 44–5
	 Corporations Lists, 44
	 Judge Corporations List, 45
	 Registrar Corporations List, 45
	 schemes of arrangement, 44
country, acknowledgment of, i

Court and Tribunal Services
	 report of Executive Director, 98–9
Criminal Procedure Committee, 141

D
decisions of interest
	 A&M NPA, 39–40
	 ACLHR NPA, 33–4
	 Australian Competition Tribunal, 112
	 C&C NPA, 48–50
	 Defence Force Discipline Appeal Tribunal, 114
	 E&IR NPA, 53–5
	 Federal Crime and Related Proceedings NPA, 57–8
	 IP NPA, 62
	 Migration NPA, 36–7
	 Other Federal Jurisdiction NPA, 71–2
	 Taxation NPA, 68
Defamation NPSA, 69
	 judges, 69
	 National Coordinating Judges, 69
Defence Force Discipline Appeal Tribunal
	 activities, 114
	 decisions of interest, 114
	 functions and powers, 114
	 membership, 114
	 practice and procedure, 114
	 staff, 114
Derrington, Roger, 125
Derrington, Sarah, 125–6
detainee hearings, 74
Digital Practice Committee, 141
Downes, Kylie, 134–5

E
Economic Regulator, Competition and Access NPSA, 45
eLodgment process in protecting visa proceedings, 75
Employment and Industrial Relations (E&IR) NPA, 51
	 decisions of interest, 53–5
	 E&IR Coordinating Judges, 51
	 engagement with profession, 53
	 National Coordinating Judges’ report, 52–3
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 51
	 National E&IR Coordinating Judges, 51
	 notice to profession, 53
	 workload snapshot, 52
evaluations
	 internal and external, 92
executive, 92
	 Chief Executive Officer, 92
	 officers of Court, 92
	 Principal Registrar, 92
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Executive Committee, 13
Executive Director, Court and Tribunal Services
	 report, 98–9
Executive Director, Strategy and Corporate Services
	 report, 97
external scrutiny, 95
	 National Native Title Tribunal, 110

F
Federal Court of Australia Act 1976 (Cth), 144
Federal Crime and Related Proceedings NPA, 56
	 decisions of interest, 57–8
	 judges, 56
	 National Coordinating Judges’ report, 57
	 National Coordinating Registrars, 56
	 National FCRP Coordinating Judges, 56
	 workload snapshot, 56
fees and exemptions, 77–8
Feutrill, Michael, 136
Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth), 144
Full Court
	 sittings, changes to, 3

G
General and Personal Insolvency NPSA, 46
	 bankruptcy proceedings before Judicial Registrar, 45
glossary, 155–8
governance, 13
	 Executive Committee, 13
	 judges’ committees and project groups, 13
	 judges’ meetings, 13

H
Halley, John, 132hearings for detainees, 74
Hespe, Lisa, 138
Horan, Christopher, 140
human rights
	 ACLHR NPA see Administrative and Constitutional  

Law and Human Rights (ACLHR) NPA

I
Individual Docket System under NCF, 23
Indonesia
	 Supreme Court, 86
Information Publication Scheme, 96
information required by other legislation, 144
insolvency
	 Corporations and Corporate Insolvency NPSA, 44–5
	 General and Personal Insolvency NPSA, 46
Intellectual Property NPA, 59
	 Coordinating Judges, 59
	 decisions of interest, 62

	 National Coordinating Judges, 61
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 59
	 National IP Coordinating Judges, 59
	 sub-areas (NPSAs), 60–1
	 workload snapshot, 60
Intellectual Property NPSAs, 60–1
	 Copyright and Industrial Design NPSA, 60
	 Patents and Associated Statutes NPSA, 60
	 Trade Marks NPSA, 61
International Cooperation Committee, 141
international jurisdictions, work with, 84–9
	 Indonesian Supreme Court, 86
	 Pacific, 84–5
	 Papua New Guinea’s Supreme and National Courts, 85
	 Philippines Supreme Court, 87
	 presentations, 87
	 visits, 88–9
interpreters, 77

J
Jackman, Ian, 139
Jackson, Darren, 131
Judge Appellate Jurisdiction, 26–7
	 total caseload, 26
	 total filings, 27
Judge Original Jurisdiction, 24–5
	 caseload, 24
	 total caseload, 24
	 total filings, 25
judges’ activities 2023–24, 115–140
	 Banks-Smith, Katrina, 127
	 Burley, Stephen, 123–4
	 Charlesworth, Natalie, 122
	 Cheeseman, Elizabeth, 132
	 Colvin, Craig, 128
	 Derrington, Roger, 125
	 Derrington, Sarah, 125–6
	 Downes, Kylie, 134–5
	 Feutrill, Michael, 136
	 Halley, John, 132
	 Hespe, Lisa, 138
	 Horan, Christopher, 140
	 Jackman, Ian, 139
	 Jackson, Darren, 131
	 Katzmann, Anna, 119
	 Kennett, Geoffrey, 139
	 Lee, Michael, 124
	 Logan, John, 118
	 Markovic, Brigitte, 121
	 McElwaine, Shaun, 136
	 McEvoy, Timothy, 137–8
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	 Mortimer, Debra, 115–17
	 Moshinsky, Mark, 122
	 Murphy, Bernard, 119
	 O’Bryan, Michael, 130
	 O’Sullivan, Patrick, 135–6
	 Perry, Melissa, 120
	 Rofe, Helen, 133–4
	 Stewart, Angus, 129–30
	 Wheelahan, Michael, 128
	 Wigney, Michael, 119
Judges of Court, 14–16
	 activities 2023–24, 115–140
	 appointments during 2023–24, 16
	 committees and project groups, 13
	 Judge Appellate Jurisdiction, 26–7
	 Judge Original Jurisdiction, 24–5
	 locations, 17
	 meetings, 13
	 National Coordinating Judges see National 

Coordinating Judges’ reports
	 projects led by, 5
	 retirements during 2023–24, 16
judgments publication, 82
judicial education, national standard on, 82
Judicial Education Committee, 141
Judicial Education Conference subcommittee, 141
Judicial Wellbeing Committee, 141
Judicial Workplace Conduct Committee, 141
jurisdiction
	 appellate, 12, 35
	 changes in 2023–24, 72–4
	 Judge Appellate Jurisdiction, 26–7
	 Judge Original Jurisdiction, 24–5
	 original, 11–12, 35
jurisdiction changes in 2023–24, 72–4
	 approved forms, 74
	 Federal Court rules, 73
	 fee regulation, 73
	 notices to profession, 74
	 other rules, 73
	 Practice Notes, 74

K
Katzmann, Anna, 119Kennedy, Paul, 97
Kennett, Geoffrey, 139Kenworthy, Louise, 99

L
Law Council of Australia
	 liaison with, 75
Lee, Michael, 124legal community, 81
legal education programs and reform activities, 

involvement in, 82

letter of transmittal, iii
Library and Archives Committee, 141
list of requirements, 146–50
litigants-in-person, 75–6
Lives and Times of Judges podcast series, 83
livestreaming, 78–9
locations, 17
	 Court locations, 145
	 judges by, 17
	 National Native Title Tribunal offices, 101
Logan, John, 118

M
Markovic, Brigitte, 121
McElwaine, Shaun, 136
McEvoy, Timothy, 137–8
media, 79–80
	 contact details, 159
Media Committee, 141
mediation, 28–9
Migration NPA, 35
	 appellate jurisdiction, 35
	 decisions of interest, 36–7
	 legislative amendments, 36
	 migration judges, 35
	 Migration Liaison judges, 35
	 National Coordinating Judges’ report, 36
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 35
	 original jurisdiction, 35
	 professional engagement, 36
	 workload snapshot, 35
Mortimer, Chief Justice Debra, 1–7, 115–17
Moshinsky, Mark, 122
Murphy, Bernard, 119

N
National Coordinating Judges’ reports
	 A&M NPA, 39
	 ACLHR NPA, 33
	 C&C NPA, 47
	 E&IR NPA, 52–3
	 Federal Crime and Related Proceedings NPA, 57
	 IP NPA, 61
	 Migration NPA, 36
	 Native Title NPA, 64–5
	 Other Federal Jurisdiction NPA, 70–1
	 Taxation NPA, 67
National Coordinating Registrar
	 A&M NPA, 35
	 ACLHR NPA, 32
	 C&C NPA, 42
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	 E&IR NPA, 51
	 Federal Crime and Related Proceedings NPA, 56
	 IP NPA, 59
	 Migration NPA, 35
	 Native Title NPA, 63
	 Other Federal Jurisdiction NPA, 69
	 Taxation NPA, 66
National Court Framework (NCF)
	 Individual Docket System under, 23
National Native Title Register, 106
National Native Title Tribunal
	 applications – claimant and amended, 106–7
	 applications – non-claimant, compensation and revised 

determination, 107
	 assistance, 108
	 Australian Human Rights Commission, 110
	 cultural acknowledgement, 103
	 determinations map, 108
	 establishment, 101
	 external scrutiny, 110
	 financial review, 109
	 functions and powers, 101–2
	 Indigenous land use agreements, 107
	 Indigenous land use agreements map, 109
	 Members, 101, 103
	 national progress, 109
	 Native Title Registrar, 101, 103
	 notifications, 108
	 NTA s 31 deeds, 108
	 office locations, 101
	 online services, 110
	 President, 101, 103
	 registers, 106
	 staff capacity, 103
	 stakeholder engagement, 104
	 statutory office holders, 102
	 work in 2023–24, 104–6
	 year in review, 104
National Native Title Tribunal external scrutiny, 110
	 clients accountability, 110
	 freedom of information, 110
	 statutory office holders, 110
National Native Title Tribunal financial review, 109
	 financial operation statement, 109
National Native Title Tribunal work in 2023–24
	 expedited procedure, 104–5
	 future act determinations, 105
	 future acts, 104
	 post-determination assistance, 105–6
National Practice Areas (NPAs)
	 A&M see Admiralty and Maritime (A&M) NPA
	 ACLHR see Administrative and Constitutional Law and 

Human Rights (ACLHR) NPA
	 commercial and corporations see Commercial and 

Corporations NPA
	 E&IR see Employment and Industrial Relations (E&IR) 

NPA
	 federal crime see Federal Crime and Related 

Proceedings NPA
	 IP see Intellectual Property NPA
	 migration see Migration NPA
	 Native Title see Native Title NPA
	 other jurisdiction see Other Federal Jurisdiction NPA
	 taxation see Taxation NPA
National Practice Sub-Areas (NPSAs)
	 Commercial Arbitration NPSA, 43
	 Commercial Contracts, Banking, Finance and Insurance 

NPSA, 44
	 Copyright and Industrial Design NPSA, 60
	 Corporations and Corporate Insolvency NPSA, 44–5
	 Defamation NPSA, 69
	 Economic Regulator, Competition and Access NPSA, 45
	 General and Personal Insolvency NPSA, 46
	 Patents and Associated Statutes NPSA, 60
	 Regulator and Consumer Protection NPSA, 46
	 Trade Marks NPSA, 61
 Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) (NTA), 101, 144
	 section 31 deeds, 108
Native Title NPA, 63
	 engagement with profession, 65
	 judges, 63
	 National Coordinating Judges’ report, 64–5
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 63
	 National NT Coordinating Judges, 63
	 significant litigation and outcomes, 64–5
	 workload snapshot, 64

O
O’Bryan, Michael, 130
O’Sullivan, Patrick, 135–6
officers of Court, 92
	 Client Service Officers, 93
	 thanking, 93–5
Operations and Finance Forum, 141
original jurisdiction, 11–12
	 Judge Original Jurisdiction, 24–5
	 migration NPA, 35
Other Federal Jurisdiction NPA, 69
	 access to court hearings and documents, 70–1
	 assisted dispute resolution (ADR), 71
	 changes to Court’s jurisdiction in 2023–24, 72–4
	 community relations, 81–3
	 decisions of interest, 71–2
	 Defamation NPSA, 69
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	 improving Court access and contributing to legal 
system, 74–81

	 international jurisdictions, work with, 84–9
	 judges, 69
	 National Coordinating Judges’ report, 70–1
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 69
	 sub-areas, 69
	 workload snapshot, 70
Outcome 1, 10
overview, v

P
Pacific, 84–5
Papua New Guinea
	 Supreme and National Courts, 85
Patents and Associated Statutes NPSA, 60
performance measures, report against, 23
Perry, Melissa, 120Philippines
	 Supreme Court, 87
Principal Registrar, 92
	 contact details, 159
	 report, 9–20
Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 

(Cth), 144
Public Service Act 1999 (Cth), 144

R
Register of Native Title Claims, 106
Registrars of Court, 18–20
	 additional appointments, 20
	 bankruptcy proceedings before Judicial Registrar, 45
	 case management work allocated to, 30–1
	 National Coordinating Registrar see National 

Coordinating Registrar
	 total caseload, 28
	 workload, 28
Regulator and Consumer Protection NPSA, 46
Remuneration Committee, 141
requirements, list of, 146–50
Rofe, Helen, 133–4Rules Committee, 141

S
Security Committee, 141
sittings
	 Full Court and Appellate sittings, changes to, 3
social media, 80–1
	 contact details, 159
	 LinkedIn, 80
	 X, 80–1
	 YouTube, 81

staff
	 Australian Competition Tribunal, 111–12
	 Copyright Tribunal, 113
	 Court, 92–3
	 Defence Force Discipline Appeal Tribunal, 114
	 National Native Title Tribunal staff capacity, 103
	 profile, 143
Stewart, Angus, 129–30Strategy and Corporate Services
	 report of Executive Director, 97

T
Taxation NPA, 66
	 decisions of interest, 68
	 engagement with profession, 67
	 judges, 66
	 legislative amendments, 67
	 National Coordinating Judges, 67
	 National Coordinating Registrar, 66
	 National Tax Coordinating Judges, 66
	 workload snapshot, 67
technology, use of, 6
Trade Marks NPSA, 61

U
user groups, 81

V
visa proceedings
	 eLodgment process in protecting, 75

W
Wheelahan, Michael, 128
Wigney, Michael, 119
work placements, 83
workload of Court, 23–31
	 assisted dispute resolution (mediation), 28–9
	 case management, 30–1
	 Individual Docket System under NCF, 23
	 Judge Appellate Jurisdiction, 26–7
	 Judge Original Jurisdiction, 24–5
	 performance measures, report against, 23
	 registrar workload, 28
workload snapshot
	 A&M NPA, 38
	 ACLHR NPA, 33
	 C&C NPA, 41
	 E&IR NPA, 52
	 Federal Crime and Related Proceedings NPA, 56
	 IP NPA, 60
	 Migration NPA, 35
	 Native Title NPA, 64
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	 Other Federal Jurisdiction NPA, 70
	 Taxation NPA, 67

Y
year in review, 1–7
	 community and professional engagement, 3–4
	 composition of Court, changes in, 3
	 Full Court and Appellate sittings, changes to, 3
	 gratitude, 6–7
	 Judge-led projects, 5
	 judicial caseload of Court, discharge, 4–5
	 National Native Title Tribunal, 104
	 new developments, 2
	 regional judicial relationships, 6
	 technology, use of, 6
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CONTACT DETAILS
Chambers of the Chief Justice
Chief Justice Mortimer

Federal Court of Australia 
305 William Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000

Office of the CEO and Principal Registrar
Sia Lagos

Federal Court of Australia 
305 William Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000

Phone
All enquiries  
(Monday to Friday 8:30am – 5:00pm AEST/AEDT) 
1300 720 980

International 
+612 7809 1037

Live Chat
Live Chat with the Federal Court registry if your 
enquiry relates to:

Applying to the Court

Procedures or information relating to your case

Information and support for the Commonwealth 
Courts Portal, including eLodgment

General enquiries about Federal Court proceedings.

Website
https://www.fedcourt.gov.au/

Email
Filing enquiries

Inquiries should be directed to the Registry in 
the state in which the case will be (or has been) 
lodged. See Appendix 6 (Court locations) for more 
information.

Commonwealth Courts Portal
support@comcourts.gov.au

Communication
communication@fedcourt.gov.au

Media
Media-FCA@fedcourt.gov.au

Social media
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/
federal-court-of-australia/ 

X: https://x.com/fedcourtau 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@
FederalCourtAus 

tel:+61278091037
https://www.fedcourt.gov.au/contact
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