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5. Between November 2018 and February 2019, | worked as an Advisor in the office of the
Minister for Defence Industry, the Hon. Steven Ciobo MP.

6. During this time, | met Brittany Higgins, who was already working in Mr Ciobo's office.

7. At the time, | understood that Ms Higgins was the administrative assistant who also

provided some media support.

8. | had left the Department of Defence to work in Mr Ciobo's office and had organised to
return to the Department of Defence prior to Mr Ciobo's resignation from the Cabinet.

9. When Mr Ciobo resigned, | retumed to work at the Department of Defence as a

communications adviser.

10. During the course of this role as part of routine, departmental business, | liaised with

Senator Reynolds' office.
Relationship with Brittany Higgins

11. In or around late March 2019, the nature of my relationship with Ms Higgins was
professional. We did not maintain a friendship, however, we had a positive working
relationship. We also socialised at work events, such as the office Christmas party in

Canberra and another office celebration on the Gold Coast.

12. | had a background in media and communications, which was an area that Ms Higgins

wanted to work in. From time-to-time, we spoke about my experience.
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23 March 2019

57. On Saturday 23 March 2019, | exchanged Telegram messages with Ms Irvine, including

the following:

Ms Irvine: How was 88?

Me: It was really fun!

Ms Irvine: Oh nice!!!

Me: Brittany hooked up with Bruce

58. | was, and remain, good friends with Ms Irvine. When | said “hooked up” | meant “kissed”

in the sense | have described in paragraph 52 above.
24 March 2019
59. On orabout 24 March 2019, | met with Ms Irvine.

60. | do not remember exactly what we said, but | recall we discussed in general terms what

had happened on the Friday night prior and that Mr Lehrmann and Ms Higgins had kissed.
Subsequent communication with Ms Higgins

61. | do not recall catching up, seeing or speaking to Ms Higgins (except for the messages
described in this paragraph and in paragraphs 62, 63 and 65) after the night of 22 March
2019. We exchanged a couple of messages, but they were not about anything in

particular and were not about that night.

62. On or about 10 February 2021, | exchanged the following Telegram messages with Ms
Higgins:
Ms Higgins: Hey Lauren,

Don't feel like you have to respond to this at all. This is mostly just a
cathartic thing for me to get it off my chest. | was so ashamed for so
long and I've finally moved beyond it.

| don't know if you'd even remember but that night we all went out to
the dock and then 88mph ahead of the 2019 election Bruce ended up
taking me back to Parliament House. | passed out in the office and
when | woke up he was sexually assaulting me. He left at some point
during the night and the next day the ministerial security team found

me.
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