First Audio Recording of the 19 March Meeting

Start: [00:00]

[00:30]

J Pesutto G’day Moira. How are you?

G Crozier Do you want a water?

J Pesutto I’m fine thanks. Ok we can shut the door, but —
D Southwick — No one here.

J Pesutto So Moira, thanks for coming in. I think you know what it’s roughly pertaining
to, obviously the events of yesterday. So, look, just wanted to go through the implications of
all of that and what it means for us as a party, and as a team wanting to win in 2026. I think I'd
start just by some general comments about what I'm trying to do as leader. [01:00] I've very
much, and you would have heard this over interviews over recent weeks in the last few months,
is to try to position the party so that no matter who you are, whether you are hetero, whether
you are same sex attracted, whether you are trans, whoever you are, the Liberal Party can be a
voice for you because the values of the party apply to anybody, no matter who you are. Because
it’s about enterprise, it’s about the rule of law, strength of communities, it’s about individual
effort and those sorts of things. [01:30] So I’ve been working very hard to do that. What
happened yesterday in terms of the protests, I want to address that and what that means for our
ability to prosecute that broader case and theme. I should say people have views about gender
identity right across the board so nothing I’'m saying is about whether you should or shouldn’t
have those views, it’s not my place to judge [02:00], people will have those views. My concern
is that you are a senior member of the Liberal Party, you hold the number one spot in Western
Region, you are an ambassador for our party, you have a leadership role in our party, you are
the whip in the upper house. You have enormous responsibilities to obviously yourself but to
all of us as a party and everyone who’s counting on us to win, but more broadly Victorians
whether [02:30] they vote for us or not. One day the idea would be that you would, you know,
become some kind of Minister or something like that, that’s what you do when you go into
Parliament, you would think about serving in a higher role. So, my concerns about yesterday,
and I will ask for your, obviously, feedback on this and thoughts on this, is that the arrival of
the Nazi — [03:00], I will call them Nazi protestors, but the whoever they are — I am going to
call them that because that that frankly is how everybody sees them, right, the media sees them

M Deeming — I think that’s what they are.
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J Pesutto Yeah. So, the Nazi protestors arrive and whether you like it or not, when the
media and everybody looking at it, whether we like it or not, whether we dispute it vehemently
or not, when the media see that, they see them attached to you, they see them attached to me
[03:30], they see them attached to us. And now, we’ve got a problem, a huge problem now,
because people think, rightly or wrongly, that we walk in lockstep with Nazi protestors and
Nazis. And I’'m getting clobbered, not just on social media, I’'m getting messages from people
now, and that will build, this is not going away this is actually going to, I think, intensify as a
story and I say that because I think if you look at [04:00], the way that — this is my suspicion —
if you look at the way the media is reporting it they are referring only to Katherine and they
haven’t talked about you yet. But having been around the oval a few times, that’s coming and
that’s my feeling. I think Andrews in his tweets today is signalling that this is what their week
is going to be about. This comes also off the back of at least two weeks of intense work that we
have been doing to line up the cross bench on Redlich. So, you might have read and certainly
from the briefings in the last sitting week, everything we've been doing over [04:30] the last
two weeks is about positioning and moving all the chess pieces in place, so we can have an
Upper House Inquiry that'll get us close — as close to holding the Andrews Government to
account than anything else we've done in 8 years. It is that serious. Now, I hope I'm wrong, but
[05:00] my worry is that now gets overwhelmed by what I think is going to be a crescendo on
this which will be fuelled by Andrews and everybody else opposed to us, to see what I'm going
to do about it and what we as a party are going to do about it. But right now, at a general level,
there's this very concerning perception out there that we are associated with Nazis. [05:30]
Now I know you will have a different view, and you can tell us about that and I really want to
hear from you about it, but that’s the view, and it’s going to be toxic for us. We will not be able
to get any kind of messages up, we will not be able to campaign on anything, we will just be
confronted with that wherever we turn up. I think at this stage I might just leave it there. They’re
just my general concerns and I really [06:00] just wanted to hear from you to see what you
wanted to say about yesterday because I also need to know from you exactly, and we can work
through this in the discussion, exactly what happened. I don't know whether when the Nazis
arrived and you saw them, whether you left, whether you stayed, I’d be interested to know what
happened there, but it's very serious for us. And the damage it will do to us is hard to estimate.
[06:30] And all I’'m trying to do with all of us as a team is to try to get us over the line in 2026,
I’'m actually convinced that we can, but stuff like this will stop us from doing that. So, Moira,
I’m just going to leave my opening comments there but I throw over to you, obviously respond
as you see appropriate, but I'm keen to know, factually, the presence of the Nazis, and whether
there was [sic] any connections there before or after, and what happened when you saw them
arrive, because that's going to come out [07:00] when the media start digging on this stuff.

M Deeming Very obviously I’'m not a Nazi and I don’t support Nazis. They arrived just in
black as far as I can tell, they were to the - there somewhere. They were to the left of some big
pole. Everyone thought [07:30] they were the other people that had gotten through the lines.
The only footage that I have seen of them, you know doing any — I didn’t find out that they had
done the Nazi salute on those steps until after the event. The first time I saw them doing the
Nazi salute was when they were being ushered by the police through the middle of the zone.
And I was thinking, [08:00] “oh my gosh, there are Nazis here, that's terrible, but at least the
police are taking them away.”
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J Pesutto Mm.

M Deeming And then it took me like five hours to think, but why did they take them away
through the middle, why did they do that? That’s it. How was I supposed to know that they
were Nazis?

J Pesutto I guess, one of the issues, Moira, is that — I mean you’ve been around politics
a while - you know that when you run protests like this —

M Deeming - I didn’t run the protest. [08:30]

J Pesutto Weren’t you involved in —

M Deeming — I was there —

J Pesutto —in Polly Parker? Being there, there’s the —

M Deeming - Posie Parker.

J Pesutto Sorry. Posie, sorry.

M Deeming - Posie Parker.

J Pesutto Posie — walking around the back. The YouTube is all over socials.
M Deeming Yes.

J Pesutto Weren’t you involved in the organisation?

M Deeming Right at the end. I can show you text messages. | was not the main organiser.
The main organiser was Angie Jones who is a Jewish woman. They’re all left-wing women.
[09:00]

J Pesutto And yet —

M Deeming — Nobody knew who they were. The police weren’t panicking. They said that
they would keep everybody away, have a buffer zone, and when they, like when I finally noticed
them — I honestly don’t know the time they got there. We were dealing with crazy people right
around us, right a meter away from us. I mean, the police have said that they didn't have enough
people, that there were all these different groups. The Australian Jewish Association [09:30]
has come out and said that we had nothing to do with it, if I was an organiser, but, you know,
the Standing for Women people who, yes, I helped, but I wasn't — I didn't do the initial
organisation and I don't know why I would be blamed for some random, horrible people turning
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up that had no insignia, I had no ability, none of us had any ability to know who they were until
they put their hand up, which was when they were being escorted off the premises as far as we
could see.

[10:00]

J Pesutto Doesn’t it occur to you though, Moira, that you’re an MP, you’re got a high
profile now, doesn’t it occur to you that when you participate in protests like this you are going
to draw people from all over the place? Particularly people like the Sewells or the —

M Deeming — No, why would a Nazi group come there? They weren’t there supporting us,
they’ve said on their own page — oh that’s the other thing you should know, I guess. So, I said
that there was a horrible Nazi salute, because I know you don’t just call people Nazis because
that’s insulting to Jewish people, because I didn’t know who they were. [10:30] And then later
on the newspapers came out, apparently some of them didn’t have a mask on and they identified
them, and they are Nazis. Terrible. But those people, whoever they are, those Nazis, have come
out and said that they were there protesting both groups. They’ve said it themselves. They
weren’t —

J Pesutto — So they weren’t there, they’ve said they weren’t there to support you?
M Deeming They’ve said, or whoever that guy is, I don’t know his name —
J Pesutto — or the — Posie Parker —

M Deeming — I don’t know who he is, but whoever they identified as being, I don’t know,
with them or one of their leaders, [11:00] he runs XYZ or something, and he's got this whole
post about how no he didn't come there to support them. He came to protest both of them,
because Standing for Women is — I mean, he's insane. He's like a pro lesbian, atheist. I don't
know. They're Nazis. They're insane. They were not with that group, they literally stood — the
[11:30] police let them stand on the other side of that pole and take a photo and then walk right
through the crowd. I only saw them when they walked through the crowd. Everyone panicked.
I don't know what time it was, because we had other protestors. I was assaulted. A woman was
knocked unconscious and had to go to hospital. Those crazy trans rights activists were punching
horses. The police asked us to finish up early, and they liaised with me because I had — I knew
the police officer in charge, Lisa, [12:00] from March for the Babies, so she just reached out to
me because she knew me, and she knew that I was reasonable, and I lobbied for the police to
get them to finish early because they were hurting the horses and it was going insane. And I
said, “T'll do my best,” you know, “I'm not in charge of it, but I'll ask her.” And she did finish
early. And you can see me on the camera talking to the security guard and saying, “No, you got
—they’ve asked us to finish up early. We need to finish up early. We’ve got to leave everything's
going”. You know, she said it was just, I can’t remember the words she used, something that
implied it was going to kick off, [12:30] or something like that, and that's what I did.

J Pesutto And do you see it as your sort of focus as one of our —
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M Deeming — No, no —
J Pesutto — Upper House members?

M Deeming — and I do understand that everything has come in a row. My maiden speech,
International Women’s Day, and this, it is so unfortunate that they came in a row, but I made
sure I didn't say that I spoke on behalf of the Liberal Party. A Muslim woman asked me to give
her message. I don't know what [13:00] those Nazi group are about, but I, you know —
everybody knows, the police know, the Australian Jewish Association know, all the Standing
for Women group know, everyone has condemned them. Everyone has said they weren't
invited. And can I just say the mainstream media haven't mentioned my name because I went
absolutely berserk at them after my maiden speech, and I caught them all out in a series of
emails admitting to me that they had made truth claims that were allegations, and even though
they [13:30] refused to, sort of like take them down, they haven't said a single thing about me
since then, and they know that I'm seeing defamation lawyers, and that's why they haven't
spoken about me, because I have, because I can prove that what they've said is just awful and
wrong. That's what I think. Anyway, John, I get it that this could look bad, but I think it could
only look bad if you don't come out and shut it down and say that is ridiculous. [14:00] There
were Jews, Muslims, Christians, Atheists, Labor people, Liberal people, there were other MPs
from our party there, plus David Limbrick.

J Pesutto Who else was from our party?

M Deeming Just wait a second. Sorry, I know that sounded aggressive but there was other
things I wanted to tell you too. This Standing for Women, like group, Jacinta Price spoke at
one, Claire Chandler is speaking at another one.

J Pesutto I should say, I’'m not —
M Deeming — Labor and Liberal —

J Pesutto [14;30] Yeah, I’'m not — you mean speaking to the group? As I said earlier, I'm
not concerned about the substantive issue you feel strongly about, this is not about that. This is
about Nazi links and perceived —

M Deeming — Are you accusing me of actual Nazi links?
J Pesutto No, to the protest. To the protest —

M Deeming — How —

J Pesutto — and the people you were working with.

M Deeming - that was the police’s job. Why did they even let them anywhere near us?
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J Pesutto So, okay, so — perhaps I can phrase it this way. Can you assure us that nobody
[15:00] you’ve worked with has any sympathies or, you know, liaisons with Nazis groups?

M Deeming Absolutely none that I could possibly know about.

J Pesutto So, no one you’ve worked with —

M Deeming — You’re not going to find a single shred of evidence that I had —
J Pesutto — That there’s—

M Deeming - Yes, like obviously I'm not a mind reader, maybe there’s some secret Nazi
somewhere, but absolutely no indication at all anywhere. My uncle is a Holocaust — was a
Holocaust survivor. My husband's got Jewish people in his family — I'm part Maori [15.30],
like, it's so insane to even worry about that. They just randomly, I don’t know randomly — they
were being goaded by the trans rights activists. They ended up clashing. I cannot believe the
police walked them through the middle of that whole two groups. I don't know what they were
thinking. That seems ridiculous to me. And then they did a Nazi salute and turned out it was
the second one. They did one on the steps, and then they marched them through. I found that
out afterwards. [16:00] The police watched them do the first one and then walked them through
the middle to do another one. I'm sure they didn't know they were going to do another one, but
why would you walk them through the middle, right in front of that group? And in the footage,
you can see none of our women are even watching it. We’ve got our back to them.

J Pesutto But you do realise that the public’s never going to be concerned about the police
in this. The way, you know this by now, the way these issues fall in the media is that [16.30]
it’s very easy for media to represent what you’re doing as anti-LGBTI, because that’s what they
want. So, when you go out there, if the protest —

M Deeming — And as a team, we should — we should refute that.

J Pesutto Yeah, I’'m not going to expose the team to this, because this is a threshold issue

M Deeming We’re already exposed.
J Pesutto Well, yeah. No, because you’ve gone there now, Moira, to be honest.

M Deeming And fair enough but — but I have rights, and I want you to be assured that it’s
not true. [17:00] What is it going to take for me to prove to you that that is not true? Where is
a quote of mine, something that I’ve actually done? They just call me names.
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J Pesutto But don’t you und- don’t you appreciate that when you participate in an event
like that, it involves all of us, and not just the leadership team, it’s the whole team; the whole
party. I’'m getting messages from people who are concerned.

M Deeming It’s all — okay, and it’s just about the Nazi thing?
J Pesutto Yeah that — I’'m not — I should —

M Deeming Alright because —

J Pesutto — at the risk of repetition — I’'m not —

[17.30]

M Deeming - Because I had no ability to know that actual Nazis are going to turn up. No
ability to know that.

J Pesutto But how do you know that people working around you, people you might be
associating with, who you're working with, don't have Nazi sympathies or —

M Deeming [ mean they’re from the left. And they’re Jews, and they're lesbians and their
atheists and their radical feminists. That’s — and they've never said anything, anything that
could possibly give me that impression. [18:00]

J Pesutto I mean, this does affect the whole team, and I'm not going to sugarcoat there is
a mounting concern about whether your passion for this issue, which I do not doubt and I do
not ask you to relinquish. I'm not saying you should not be passionate about this issue. I need
to make that clear, but there is mounting concern, which I principally share as the leader, that
this is not going to stop, and this is the second —

M Deeming So, can I ask a clarification question? [18:30]
J Pesutto Yep.

M Deeming So, if it's not about that issue and it’s about the Nazi issue, haven't I just — like
there’s no evidence against me. They just turned up, there is footage to show that we didn't
even like look at them. There's no photos. There's no photos of us talking to them. There's no
video footage of us together. People who try and say that we're together have two different
screenshots that they put next to each other [19.00] that aren't connected because they were
two separate groups.

J Pesutto But you —

M Deeming — and they had no insignia.
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J Pesutto Yeah. Well, we’re aware that others are searching through social media, media

M Deeming - and they can —

J Pesutto — we know Labor is, we’ve done a bit. We’ve found a little but not everything.
I might ask, Rod, do you want to go through some stuff you have found?

R Pintos-Lopez Yeah, so this is a cursory —
J Pesutto — this is all on the public record —
[19.30]

R Pintos-Lopez — review of online in particular about Kellie-Jay Keen, who's also known as
Posie Parker. So, I think this probably took me 15 to 20 minutes to find. In October 2019, Keen
appeared in a video interview with Jean-Francois Gariépy, a far-right YouTuber who advocates
for a white ethno-state and has made videos with neo-Nazis Richard Spencer and Mark Collett,
as well as former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke. [20:00] She's also given an interview to
Soldiers of Christ Online, a far-right network. Then in terms of white supremacy allegations,
one incident came after she took a selfie with Hans Jorgen Johansen, a Norwegian neo-Nazi
who was probed by police after his comments against Jews and denial of the Holocaust. Parker
was also accused of using a Barbie doll wearing a Nazi uniform as her profile picture on the
social media site Spinster. [20:30] Standing for Women's protest in Newcastle on January 16,
she sparked a controversy after one of the speakers, Lisa Morgan, quoted Adolf Hitler to attack
trans rights. This is the quote: “Do you know the big lie? The big lie was first described by
Adolf Hitler in Mein Kampf. The Big Lie is that trans women are women”, Morgan told the
people at the Parker organised demonstration.

M Deeming Wouldn’t that be a condemnation of Nazism by [21:00] using that quote?

R Pintos-Lopez A condemnation? No. I think she’s supporting — what she is saying is that it
is a big lie just as Hitler described it?

D Southwick The Holocaust.
M Deeming Isn’t she condemning Hitler? I don’t know who this person is.

R Pintos-Lopez No, it’s the opposite. So, then I found a video of you and Katherine Deves,
Angie Jones and Posie Parker. Yesterday at4:40 [21:30] Angie Jones posted “Nazis and women
want to get rid of paedo filth, why don’t you?”
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M Deeming [ don’t understand what she’s saying. I suspect she's saying even horrendous
Nazis want to get rid of paedophilia, why aren’t you condemning that to the other side? That’s
what I assume.

D Southwick That’s — what she’s saying is really offensive. [22:00] And you mentioned about
the Jewish community and that alone it's very, very offensive to be anywhere connected to
someone like that that would use that terminology. If Nazis agree with this, then why don't we
all agree with this? That's outrageous.

M Deeming I don’t think that’s what she’s saying.

D Southwick I think that —

J Pesutto I think that’s what you just reasoned.

D Southwick You just said, “even if Nazis do it then why don’t you?”

M Deeming I think she’s saying, how horrendous would you have to be to be even worse
than the worst people in the world who are Nazis. [22.30] They were talking about who’s going
to condemn who. I don’t know, but she’s not — clearly she’s not someone who — I mean I don’t
even know what you’re actually saying —

J Pesutto Rod found that in 15 minutes.

M Deeming [ don’t think that’s what you’re saying it is.

J Pesutto Even women and Nazis want to get rid of paedo filth. So, the paedo filth line —
D Southwick — was used —

J Pesutto — 1s so odious across the LGBTI — [23:00]

M Deeming — So — I don’t understand what’s going on —

J Pesutto — and please, let’s — we’ve got to hear each other out.

M Deeming No, I’m trying to understand.

J Pesutto But in that comment, that tweet of yesterday afternoon, am I right? Was it —

R Pintos-Lopez Four o’clock.
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M Deeming [ have a serious question — who’s she — who are you saying she’s talking about?
I mean —

J Pesutto So, can you read the tweet out again. Sorry.
R Pintos-Lopez So the tweet says —
J Pesutto — This is Angie Jones.

R Pintos-Lopez ‘“Nazis and women want to get rid of paedo filth, why don’t you.” She tweeted
that at 4.41pm yesterday.

M Deeming Who’s she tweeting it to?

J Pesutto She’s tweeting it to everyone,
R Pintos-Lopez It’s a tweet.

G Crozier  It’s a tweet. It’s to everyone.

J Pesutto It’s gone out to the world. That’s Angie Jones who you were having drinks with
yesterday —

M Deeming Yeah, I genuinely — [23:30] it sounds like she’s condemning paedophilia.
J Pesutto But she’s saying —
M Deeming [’m not being a smart alick, I'm seriously confused.

J Pesutto But this is why, I think, the LGBTI community is up in arms because what that
is interpreted to mean —

M Deeming Oh, you think she's talking to the LGBT community —

J Pesutto No, no, no, I'm saying, that's to the world at large. So, the entire LGBTI
community will see that, and they — they will interpret that to mean, that if you're same sex
attracted, if you are bi, if you are, whatever else you might be, you are paedo filth. [24:00] And
that —

M Deeming — I think she’s talking about —

J Pesutto —is untenable.
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M Bach Clearly, Moira, it does mean —

J Pesutto — That’s what she’s saying. So, they all think that now me, the leadership team,
you, the party, hates the LGBTI community — that's how it's going to be interpreted, whether
any of us like it or not.

M Bach That’s what it says.
J Pesutto That's what it’s saying.

M Deeming Yeah, I see what you're saying. I know her, I don't think that's what she was
saying at all. [24.30] Like, I'm just saying because I know her, I wouldn’t have interpreted it
like that. She's very pro LGB and T so long as the laws aren’t — anyway.

J Pesutto I guess we’ve got to —

M Deeming — No, no, no, I see that from your point of view, because you don’t know her, I
just genuinely didn’t understand who you thought she was talking about. I think she’s, like in
her head like talking to fascist, or trans — you know, trans rights advocates over there. [25:00]

G Crozier  But there is — you’re in the video with these people who are saying this to the
broader community. This is very serious, and that's what John is trying to say here. Your
interpretation is one thing because you know her, but that's not a whole range of people’s
interpretation. It's very obvious what she was saying, you can't get away from it, you just can’t.

J Pesutto Moira, that's going to come out [25:30] not because of us —
G Crozier  Nup.

J Pesutto — [inaudible] can bet Labor already have it lined up. They've already got a cache
of stuff. Labor's got it, I’'m pretty sure the Greens would have it, the Teals will have it,

M Deeming —I’m not—
J Pesutto — and they will go bananas.

M Deeming I’'m not disputing that, I just wouldn’t have interpreted that the way that you
have, but I see that you would. Anyway — [inaudible] —

D Southwick — What about Posie Parker's connections with all these people she’s had selfies
with and photos with all of these Nazis, white supremacists. [26:00]

M Deeming I just —she’s never said anything like that, that I’ve heard.
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D Southwick I mean, I found it within 10 minutes, mid-morning as I was about to go out, ’'m
like, I better understand what’s going on here.

M Deeming I’'m not calling you a liar.

D Southwick And, he independently found it.

M Deeming Yeah, I’'m not — I’'m not —

D Southwick Yeah, I know. I understand. I’m just saying —
M Deeming —I'm just saying —

D Southwick — She's a public figure.

M Deeming Are you're calling me a Nazi? I mean, I just can't help but be like, I don’t know,
I would have to go through each of those things [26:30] and work out what did she say, what
did she really mean. I don’t know, I would have to go through those, because — as far as I can
see, it's a Standing for Women event that advocates for a certain set of — well it’s just a listening
post really. And they don’t have — they don’t have —

G Crozier  —It’s not just a listening post, Moira.
M Deeming In terms — no, no — in terms of —
G Crozier  —it’s not just a listening post.

M Deeming Fair enough — in terms of the structure of it where they just hand the microphone
out to people who line up.

[27:00]

G Crozier  You tweeted about that previously, this — this rally, so you were part of the —
M Deeming [ was going to attend.

G Crozier Yeah, attend, and you called on Natalie Hutchins to attend.

M Deeming To go and listen, to see what women want to say about the laws.

D Southwick But, the issue on top of all of that is it’s even more than just turning up, you’ve
actually had someone —
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G Crozier - You’ve engaged with these people —

D Southwick — who has now a known history of being connected to white supremacists,
supremacists [27:30] and you’ve escorted her through the back of Parliament, into —

M Deeming [ just don’t know what that even means, like —
D Southwick — Well I mean —

M Deeming [inaudible] call me Nazi adjacent, what does connected to — I genuinely would
have to go back through there because she doesn’t seem like that to me, she’s never said — I
mean [ don’t know her very well, but there’s nothing like that on the Standing for Women —

D Southwick — But we’re all members of Parliament, right, and we’ve all copped it. I've
copped it by having a photograph that I don’t even know who who’s had a selfie [28:00] with
me and they’ve put it up and that person down the track, and we, like, you know, this Member
of Parliament, and that's just a selfie that's very, very different from me actively taking
somebody through the back of Parliament to a protest. It's a lot more than just turning up on
the on the steps and having a say. It's effectively walking the organiser through the back of
Parliament. And then who has a history of association with these white supremacist neo-Nazis,
and then we have neo-Nazis also turn up. [28:30] Thomas Sewell, who is a well-known neo-
Nazi, has put out a statement that effectively said, you know, “yes, we stood with them, because
we need to get rid of these paedophiles” and —

M Deeming — He didn’t say “We stood with them”.
D Southwick Well, well —
J Pesutto — We’ve got the tweet here.

D Southwick He said “today in Melbourne, the National Socialist network acted as a
Vanguard for a protest against a constant paedophiliac agenda being forced upon our children
and our people. [29:00] Paedophiles deserve destruction, and the only solution to this sickness
is a white revolution. Destroy the paedo freaks.” That's what he put out in terms of why he
activated his group.

J Pesutto So, Moira you can say they were there to both — the only thing people are going
to care about is he said he was there to support the protest of which you were part of.

D Southwick And that's why I rang you yesterday, because you know, once that happens. And
okay, you can say whenever this stuff [29:30] happens, and you may not have known and
everything else, but once you do know, I understand that you didn't attract these people and
didn't set out to attract those people, but you’re now connected right in the middle of these
people and for you to then go and have a little champagne with those people.
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M Deeming Where I said — see —

D Southwick See, but there's a video of you having champagne with Jones and what have
you, and what she said. Can't you see how —

M Deeming — I thought you were talking about the Nazis, not these women.
D Southwick No, [30:00] what I'm saying is —

G Crozier  They’re both —

D Southwick of both, you know, the fact that —

G Crozier = — Because they’re connected.

D Southwick — this happened, they're all connected. I would be putting, as I said, it's so
important to get a statement out and disassociate yourself with that immediately, because you're
a Member of Parliament, part of a party —

M Deeming — And I had one written and I was told not to put it out without asking the party
first.

D Southwick Well, who did you? Who —

G Crozier = Who did you say that to?

D Southwick Who did you say that to?

M Deeming Pardon?

D Southwick Who did — who told you not to do that, not to put it out or talk —
M Deeming — Anthony Mitchell said don’t do that without talking to them.
D Southwick Well who’s Anthony —

[30.30]

G Crozier [inaudible] not a Member of Parliament.

D Southwick — what’s Anthony Mitchell got to do with it?

14

ME_224731796_1



416
417

418

419
420
421
422
423

424

425

426
427

428

429
430
431

432

433
434

435
436

437
438
439
440
441
442
443

G Crozier I have spoken to you — how many times and said we are here to help you if
you’ve got any issues —

M Deeming I thought that was helping saying that —

G Crozier No, no, hang on, Moira. We’ve had this conversation before, right. We’ve had
this conversation before and we had a long discussion following the last time about how we
are here to help you. You don’t go to party members. We are — you’re a member of the
Parliamentary team. You come to this office, or you come to the leadership about anything like
that.

[31:00]
M Deeming Yeah, but I spoke to you and I thought — that’s what I was doing condemning it.
D Southwick Where?

M Deeming In that clip I was saying you know, “we didn’t know who they were, they came
along to — look, I, at that stage I don’t think I’d seen that they had identified someone.

D Southwick Sorry.

M Deeming I went straight out, you know. Anyway, look, I’'m happy to condemn everything
— I’m not arguing — like, I’'m not defending them. [31:30] Happy to condemn them. Happy to
do that; eager to do that, that’s fine.

J Pesutto We’ll have to think that through, I don’t know —

M Deeming — Have you got an action you are going to take against me, like is this going
somewhere?

J Pesutto Possibly. In the interests of process, I want to think about what you’ve said and
work it through. I guess there’s no easy way to say this —

[32:00]

D Southwick Do you want to be part of a team? This team? I mean, for me, [ mean we've got
to be part of a team, and the actions of every individual reflects on our team and as a Jew, and
you can, you can, you know, talk about any other Jew there, but as a Jew in terms of what
happened on those steps and the people that you associate with in that video afterwards, is
highly offensive, and I would not want one of my team, I — you know, like I've never said —
your views are your views, ['ve never tackled anything about them, and I respect that [32:30]
you're able to have your views 100%, they're not my views, but they —
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M Deeming What views do you think I have, honestly?

D Southwick Well, you know, I think they're well documented in terms of your views, I mean

M Deeming Which views did you condemn today?

D Southwick It’s not the views. Sorry, | said your views are your views.

J Pesutto [inaudible] are not the issue.

D Southwick They're not my views in terms of the issue.

M Deeming Which views do we disagree on? In short, I want to be a team, [ don’t —

G Crozier  But you’re not because how can — again, I go back to the point that after last
time.

[33:00]

M Deeming Look, you’ve just described it as a disaster, right, I honestly did not view those
women as part of that, rightly or wrongly, and I accept that, I’'m not arguing that. I don’t want
to spend 100 years arguing that. But honestly what views do you think that I have legitimately
that are so terrible? Like do you actually think that, that I am some kind of a secret Nazi? Is
that actually what you think about me?

J Pesutto No, no, it’s not the Nazi — [33:30]

M Deeming But it’s my views that keep getting condemned, my unspecific, unspecific
views-

J Pesutto No, no, so sorry, sorry, Moira. I do have to stop you there, I apologise. I do have
to stop you. David was saying precisely the opposite. David was not condemning you for your
views. In fact, he was doing the opposite, and respecting the fact that whatever views you have
are yours. David, continue.

D Southwick Well, that's 100% and the issue that I have are more about, again, the group that
you associate with, [34:00] and that group, which is — Rod’s now made very clear mention that
have associations and have been associated with known Nazis. | mean, one photograph is is is
bad enough. This is more than that. It's a series of actions from people in which, after everything
happened, you chose to have champagne on a couch with those individuals. Now, knowing
what you know about these individuals. [34:30] Okay, maybe you didn't know before then, I
would have thought that if I'm going to actually walk somebody through the back of Parliament
and take them up and march them on the steps, I would want to know exactly who I'm dealing
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with. I would never, ever, as a member of Parliament, take somebody through the back of
Parliament and stand side by side with them and advocate for a cause or their cause, and support
that without knowing who they associate with, and that's the issue. It’s one thing in terms of
being an advocate or champion for causes, [35:00] we all champion causes. We all do that
every day. That's what we do. It's very, very different as a member of parliament to be
effectively associating yourself with individuals and attending rallies, because there are
implications with that. You know, we know how many times they've been there's been things
on the steps of parliament. I'd love to go out there, and, you know, have my say, but I know as
a member of parliament that it can very, very quickly turn in such a way where it reflects badly.
And you knew [35:30] very clearly, we had three members of parliament during the lockdown
protests where the three of them actually just walked through the crowd and had a conversation
with them on their way through. And for the next, for the next, however, many months, not
only Andrews condemned them. The Age condemned them. Everyone condemned them,
because some of the protesters, not all of them, but the protesters that were just there on the
steps, they were associated with others that had gallows and whatever. So, so everyone, [36:00]
as far as the Age, as far as sorry

M Deeming Someone made a tweet about something to do with gallows and I had no idea
what -

D Southwick Yeah, yeah, that's what happened. So, the sheer fact that you had Ryan Smith,
Nick Wakeling, and I can't remember the third —

J Pesutto — Ondarchie.

D Southwick — Ondarchie, three of them, they didn't attend. They just walked through the
crowd on the way into Parliament, had a chat with a few of them on the way through, and
Andrews framed them for the rest of the year about we associate with Nazis, and you've got
three of them in your group that associate with them. That's a fair way. [36:30]

M Deeming [ would find that extraordinarily offensive.

D Southwick I'm just telling you, in terms of the way this game works.

G Crozier  That’s the reality, that’s what happened —

M Deeming That’s fine, I'm just saying they’ve all condemned Nazism and everything.
J Pesutto I don’t think they have, Angie Jones hasn’t.

G Crozier  No. She supported it.

J Pesutto I don’t think you can say that.

17

ME_224731796_1



506

507

508
509
510
511

512

513

514
515
516

517

518
519
520
521
522
523
524
525

526

527
528
529
530
531
532

533
534
535
536
537
538
539

M Deeming [ don’t think she supported Nazism.
G Crozier  Well —

D Southwick — They also — they all say on the couch, Moira. They’re also on the couch, she
was saying about — she's using these inverted commas ‘so called Nazis’, and then this whole
conspiracy theory that they were, they were part of the trans group that were dressed up. [37:00]
I mean, that's, that's way out kind of stuff.

M Deeming And I said —
D Southwick And you were on the couch when that happened?

M Deeming I calmed that down, I said no I think all the police were, you know, most of them
were really good, I think they made a mistake in letting, you know I don’t know why they let
them through the middle.

G Crozier That’s not [inaudible].

D Southwick But that's the conversation that you're having on — but on Twitter that's the vision
of what Parker had to say and Jones had to say that. That's the commentary that you're sitting
alongside. [37:30] So it's not like you're invited into Channel Seven and they're putting people
up against you. These are people that you've associated with, that you’ve walked through the
back of Parliament, you're now having a champagne with, and they're suggesting big
conspiracy theories of “they're not so-called Nazis. They're trans people that are dressed up.” |
mean, seriously? That is completely — they're the people you're associating with. Let's be and
I'll call it straight out —

J Pesutto — We’re associating with, not just you.

D Southwick — and by implication, we're all associating with those people. You either stand
with them or you don't. You're either with that, you're part of that group, or you're not. You
know, [38:00] are you with that kind of behaviour, or are you part of a party that says, “hey,
you know, everyone respects their views, but that's not where we're going to be.” And you're a
member of Parliament and you're part of a team, and you represent all of us, we all do. And I
step out of line, I expect you to tell me.

J Pesutto Okay, so Moria I think there's a threshold question about whether you feel you
can be part of the team, and whether we're convinced you can be part of the team. I have no
doubt you feel [38:30] so strongly about these issues that you would want to continue to do
what you've been doing. And that's my concern. I'm very concerned that I think the damage
that has already been sustained publicly for us is not the end of the matter, it’s the start of the
matter. And I'm very concerned about where Andrews is going to take it this week. They have
been itching for something to clobber me with and this is it, it's coming. [39:00] And I know

18

ME_224731796_1



540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552

553

554

555

556

557

558
559
560
561

562

563

564

565
566

567

568
569
570

you're annoyed sitting here, I can feel it. But I can tell you how much I was looking forward to
meeting with the leadership — hang on let me finish. How much I was waiting and looking
forward to planning what we’ve got planned this week on Redlich. We got some big stuff
planned, but I have to tell you, I'm looking at it now and thinking, “can we even make that
happen now?” Government’s now got the wind in it sails. You see Andrews [39:30] came out
strong today on that tweet, right, which was signalling what's to come. They're out, they’re off
the ropes again. We've got them on the ropes. They're off the ropes again. And so that protest
yesterday, whatever you might say about it, has given them the out. And we might, if we're
lucky, be able to eke out a strategy for this week, but it's not going to be what we had planned.
It's really bad. And again, putting aside whatever issues we all might have on things, Nazism
is like the [40:00] most toxic acid that can run through any political party and it's running
through us, whether we like it or not, people think we turn the other cheek to Nazis. That's what
they think, Moira. It's bad. So, I think the threshold —

M Deeming — And it needs to be fixed.

J Pesutto Well the question is I suppose —

D Southwick — How do you propose to fix it?

M Deeming You said that I was annoyed sitting here —

J Pesutto — It felt like that because you were — [40:30]

M Deeming No, no, no, no, that’s true, but you have, you know, convinced me that that does
look way worse than I thought. To be fair I genuinely don’t think that, you’ve made me worry
about Kellie-Jay Keen, but I do not think Katherine Deves and I do not think that Ange Jones
is actually — I don’t really think any of them are —

J Pesutto The one who used Nazis in air quotes?
M Deeming I think that like —
J Pesutto — Of people who confess to be Nazis. [41:00]

M Deeming Honestly for the time — Yeah, but the timeline, and I don’t know what she was
doing.

J Presutto ~ Well the video, we can play it.

M Deeming No, no, no I'm trying to think about when I saw the article that identified them.
I’m trying to think about that but I just, Ange wasn’t with me the whole time after that, so I
don’t know, maybe she —
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D Southwick But, that was on, that’s the champaign chat.

M Deeming Yeah, yeah, yeah, no, no. I’'m not —

D Southwick No, I know. I’'m not — I’m just helping you in terms of the —
M Deeming I’'m processing it —

D Southwick - Yeah. Yeah.

M Deeming And I’'m like, I found out after that and I was going to say, we hadn’t found out
but she wasn’t with me then. I don’t know what to say about that, [41:30] I don’t sort of
remember that she did that in air quotes, I haven’t watched it again. I was thinking of that, what
I said, which was distancing us all from them. Anyway, like I said, I’'m not trying to argue with
you.

D Southwick Yeah. No —

M Deeming —I’m not trying to defend it, I’'m not trying to argue with you. I was all offended
that you could think that I was a Nazi until you made that case.

D Southwick No, we’re not —
J Pesutto It’s never been about accusing you of being a Nazi.

M Deeming No, no, no, but like even that I could be, you know — because, I was saying,
“adjacent” of it, what are you talking about. Right, so that’s fine. [42:00] If you want to fix it,
I’m open to suggestions, if you want like, you know, whatever you want to do that’s fine. I just,
I'm not — I don’t want to argue as if I'm defending like Nazism. I just, I don’t know what to do
now.

J Pesutto I think, so in the interest of candour, I came into this meeting thinking there
were two outcomes, either you resign from the Parliamentary Party [42:30] or I look at a
process under the Parliamentary Party rules. I can’t rule those out. I'm thinking, on the basis
of our discussion, whether there is a third way which doesn’t involve the same kind of outcome
as those two options. I don’t know that that’s possible, to be honest, but in the interest of
working through the process fairly I’'m prepared to sort of confer with the leadership team, to
take on board what you’ve said, and see if there's a way. [43:00] But I just don't get the sense
you appreciate how toxic this is for us with again, the issues — it is so toxic. I had to give speech
to —

M Deeming Before I came in here, I didn’t think that there was even a — anywhere near
reasonable case to make that argument.
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J Pesutto About?

M Deeming That it does look like that.

G Crozier = How could you think it doesn’t?

M Deeming No, no, I’'m saying you’ve convinced me that it does.

G Crozier It — with understanding [43:30] the severity of what happened yesterday in our
country, in our state, horrified any reasonable person. Any reasonable person. It is all over
social media. You're on social media, you actively went and filmed this and let it go on social
media. That’s why I said to you this morning this is a very big issue. It's a very big issue, and
that's what we're concerned about. Because — [44:00]

J Pesutto —And it’s not who we are, more importantly, it’s not who we are.

G Crozier I am beyond furious because of the work we have done, the time we have put
in, to get the worst Government in this state’s history on the ropes and it’s all blown up now.
We have worked with the cross bench; they won’t sit with us now. You saw what happened last
time, when we defended you in the House after your maiden speech, you saw what they did to
you. [44:30] They’re going to do it tenfold this week.

J Pesutto It’s coming.

G Crozier  Our Redlich strategy I think is gone and I am, I’ll be really blunt, I am beyond
furious about it, Moira. Because I went to you and I said we are here to help you. And you've
just, you've just defied all of that, and you've walked away, you haven't asked for advice about
even going out and doing that, saying [45:00] “what do you think, is this wise” or “what do
you know?” We can have a conversation. We want you to succeed, I said that. I said please
come to us, we all make mistakes. But this looked deliberate about what you went out knowing
that it was going to cause some tension, and it did.

D Southwick The issue, and look I'm all for, you know, like, if we can fix this, let's fix it.
Right, so I’'m always, I've never, you know, accused you [45:30] or think that you've got a
hidden agenda or whatever, but the issue has been and you mentioned before about people have
painted you in a particular way, and you're really upset at the way that they've painted you in
that particular way. But you can only be judged by your actions. And you mentioned yourself
that the introductory speech, International Women's Day and this are three actions that it's
unfortunate that they’re all happened in that way. But they've happened that way, and you've
been integral [46:00] to those things happening that way. And I get it right, but if that's who
you want — and no one's saying that you can't do that, if that's what you want to do. Then there
are ways to do that, but for you to effectively run your agenda, run an agenda on issues that
effectively are going to put us at odds with different communities, whether they be LGBTI,
trans communities, [46:30] and put us at odds with that, we can't do that. So, it seems to me
that —
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G Crozier - We’re not going to succeed.

D Southwick Yeah, like, if that's not who you want — that's not what you want to do, and you
genuinely want to work as a party, to actually to win government and to focus on the key issues
that people are worried about every day, then let's do it 100% but I just I don't understand kind
of what's the next step? [47:00] Like, we go out there and we put a statement, what happens
next month or next week?

J Pesutto Well, can I say, I'm happy to explore this and no one would want this, not
[inaudible] me, but I can't see a statement of any worth unless you disown those people, and I
reckon you’re probably not going to do that. If you do that would be good, but I don’t think
you are, because it's the only way that we can cauterize what's coming. What's coming is a
series of pieces that links [47:30] the worst comments and actions of those people, to you, to
me, and then it’s on. That’s the only way —

M Deeming — Can’t I just disown anything, any views or that they’ve said?
J Pesutto I suppose you could work —
M Deeming - Like, in general.

G Crozier  Butit’s association, don’t you see the association, you are there on a couch with
these people who've got a long history of saying stuff in the public domain, which are pretty
bloody offensive. [48:00] They're pretty full on. And you are now associated with that through
your own actions. We can't change any of that, right?

M Deeming Can I just. One — just one point of clarification here. I'm treating the transgender
laws as separate to the Nazi thing, right? You may not be able to say. So, the transgender laws
thing, you know, I honestly think that we just got so much support, that I have so much support
on that. Rightly or wrongly, I'm just saying, [48:30] that was my view. The Nazi thing, that was
from my perspective, believe it or not, just so out of left field. So out of left field. I honestly
thought it was the other side. Anyway, so that's easy to condemn, like just flat out. And I,
because, like, I don't know what she has said in the past. So, to just condemn in general, [ don’t
know, Nazism, you know the beliefs, that would make more sense because what if I leave
something out, [49:00] and I don’t want to condemn a whole person, I just want to say that if
they’ve said that then I disagree with that or —

J Pesutto — But Moira, I mean, look it’s a question for you but do you even as a political
figure, I mean you’re public figure, do you actually want to be associated with Angie Jones?

M Deeming I just don't want to set a standard where just because I'm talking to someone or
agree with someone on one thing, that means I agree with them on everything. Or that I have
to —
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J Pesutto I’m sorry, what I should have clarified is, do you actually want to be associated
with a person who basically [49:30] will be interpreted as saying that anybody who's in the
LGBTI community is paedo filth, is that the kind of person, as you as a public figure —

M Deeming — No, but honestly —
J Pesutto — That just kills us.

M Deeming And I'm happy to make a statement that that's not what I believe. I just don't
think. I honestly don’t think that’s what she believes.

J Pesutto I think you’ve got that wrong.

M Deeming And I think she needs to have a clarification statement because clearly that’s not
the way it’s coming across —

J Pesutto We’re not talking to Angie —
G Crozier  No, no, no we’re not going there.
M Deeming No, no, just for herself, I think she needs —

J Pesutto So, I mean in terms of [50:00]. You know, so if we were to posit that there are
three general scenarios, with the one in the middle being that we work on a statement, it would
need be pretty hard, it would need to go a long way to disassociating yourself from them and
disassociating us. But I guess, if I can go back to the threshold issue, if you want to be able to
prosecute these issues, and this is — this was part of my reasoning, if you want to be able
prosecute these issues, with the same passion you’ve got, I know — I know your passionate
about these things so, I get it, [S0:30] but if you want to be able to continue to do that, the best
way to do that might be to be an independent, to give you complete freedom. If you want to be
in the party, it’s possible to do that without having to relinquish your views, or walk away from
the things you believe in, but there would have to be some clear, if you like, road rules. You
can’t hang out with these people. You just can’t. You can’t go to rallies [S1:00]. You’re a senior
figure of the Liberal Party, you represent all of us. When you go out you represent me, David,
Georgie, every member, supporter, donor, everyone. You can’t conduct — and I don’t think —
for the most part — I haven’t read all of this stuff — but you’d have to be careful about the
language you use because there are people who engage in this debate publicly. It’s not like
there’s no debate about it, people debate about it. But as a public figure, with responsibilities,
[S51:30] as a senior liberal you’d have to be prepared to make sure that all of your language —
and I’m not saying it has or hasn’t been — I’'m saying that the language would have to protect
us at all times the team would have to be protected, from anything you say which doesn’t mean
you can’t go out and argue case for things but that it protects the team at all times and protects
our ability to win. If that, [52:00] comparing that with the first scenario or the third, if that’s
possible, if you’re willing to do that, then it may be — I don’t know we would have to work
through it and see if it’s possible, then it may be possible to do something, but there is a
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fundamental question — and ultimately, Moira, I think — I think you have to be happy with what
you’ve landed on because if you — I can tell you now, if you agree to something that deep down
you’re not really happy with, genuinely you’re not happy with, and feels like it in any way
hampers your ability [S2:30] to argue the cases you want to argue then you’re not going to be
happy and it will manifest itself somewhere, somehow, it just does.

M Deeming I agree.
J Pesutto So you have got to be ultimately happy.

M Deeming I agree. But obviously I’'m not interested in promoting Nazism, it’s not a
problem, you’ve told me I don’t have to give up my — you know my arguments about the laws
about balancing sex-based rights. Like I said, it’s unfortunate that the three events came in one
go [53:00] but it isn’t something that I — I don’t want to be a single-issue —

G Crozier - Hangon -
M Deeming — MP.

G Crozier  Its unfortunate the three events came. You knew the first one was a problem.
Then the second one and now this one. And I am stunned —

M Deeming — Yeah —

G Crozier and dumbfounded to think, and I’ve got to say, because this is, a lot of this stuff
I’m hearing for the first time, I am stunned and dumbfounded that you didn’t even think that
you needed to come to us and talk about this. You didn’t even have the insight [53:30] to
understand that this was an issue, that you went to a party member instead of the MPs. That
says to me —

M Deeming — I didn’t go to him, he just happened to call me.
G Crozier  Well still —
M Deeming — I’m just saying —

G Crozier  — It doesn’t matter. Still, why didn’t you just say “actually I’ve got to speak to
someone”.—

M Deeming I thought I was acting on instructions, I thought I was about to do —
G Crozier = What?

M Deeming I thought I was acting on, like because you know you were saying to disassociate
— and I had my staff member to be writing up a press release, it was just —

D Southwick [54:00] but I’ve called you, so call me back. You know like, if you want advice
call me back. I will always take your call I’ll always work with you.

M Deeming I’'m not — I’m not blaming you

D Southwick I’ll then get you onto the media. I’m just saying —
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M Deeming — I’m just saying it was in progress — it wasn’t —

Southwick  I’m just saying- I understand that but you’re a Member of Parliament you’ve
got a team hear you’ve got a media team here. This is a media issue, and you — you’ve got to
work with the resources that you’ve got. You’re not just a member of the party now. You’re an
elected representative that represents those members and all Victorians quite frankly [S4:30]
and this was —

M Deeming — I would have come back with the press release but Anthony knew I was
coming to this meeting. He said wait until after the meeting, that’s just —

D Southwick Anyway, anyway but the —

M Deeming — It doesn’t even matter, I know what you’re saying. I’m just saying, I wasn’t
going to not —

D Southwick The issue is this stuff gets a head of steam really, really quickly and my point
about the conversation yesterday when I called you straight away when I knew, is I said it is
urgent. You need to get on the front foot now because I can see where this is going to go.
[55:00] and so that was trying to give that urgency about it, and I said I’ve been, you know I'm
going to put a statement out, which I did straight away and it was really important for us to do
that otherwise we were all going to be caught on the back foot because that’s what Andrews
does, that’s how he rolls. And we have to be on the front foot of this as a team.

G Crozier  And he did, he spoke at the multicultural dinner last night —

D Southwick — he did it last night. Last night deliberately he changed all the game John was
meant to have a VIP thing with the Premier, [55:30] he didn’t turn up.

G Crozier Snubbed him.

D Southwick Snubbed him, he walked through the back door, and used the whole
multicultural community to pretty much get the message about, you know, the whole thing.
That’s the way the guy rolls. That’s what —

J Pesutto — Why wouldn’t he do that?
G Crozier  Correct, why wouldn’t he?
J Pesutto Of course he would, when we’ve got him on the ropes.

D Southwick It’s just, and look I get it, I get it, it’s just, as John says in terms of you and where
you want to be and what you want to do, no one’s asking you or telling you that you have to
give up [56.00] your views but there are three things that have happened in the last few weeks
that have effectively from the outsider looking in would say, you’re a single issue candidate,
this is who you are, and this is what you want to be known for, and you are not interested in
playing the team game. Now, that might be very unfair but that’s the only thing that people
have got to judge, that’s what your colleagues have got to judge you on, that’s what members
have got to judge you on, that’s what the media have got to judge you on [56:30]. All of them
can only judge you on what you say, if you don’t want to do that then you’re not doing a very
good job of actually changing that that perception because every single one of those three
events you were centre of it. International Women’s Day, you didn’t have to speak — or you
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could have spoken about something else, in your speech, which John and I sat through, 95% of
that speech was amazing. Brilliant. Amazing. Unbelievable. It was one of the best speeches,
and then you wanted to frame it that way, you have chosen to frame it that way.

J Pesutto And that’s what it was known for, good speech but that’s all it was known for.

D Southwick And then,[57:00] and then, today, or yesterday, so there are events that always,
it’s part of your control. Now the point from here on in, if that’s not who you want to be and
you in fact want to be someone that’s part of a team that wants to focus on mainstream issues
that we are talking about each and every day, IBAC, corruption, all that stuff that we’re focused
on each and every day, then your narrative has to change. [57:30] Not to say —

G Crozier  — Actions have to change —

Southwick  Yeah, in terms of what you’re actually, what you’re saying and when you’re
saying them, what your focus is, what are you actually, what are you putting out there. You
know, it’s just like none of that — up until this point you haven’t shown that. If you- if that’s not
who you want to be — which, again I’ll take that on face value, I’ll accept that. But what are
you going to do? Like okay let’s put out a statement, fantastic, lets disown the lot, fantastic. So
where [58:00] are you going to go going forward, do you want to be part of that focus on let’s
get good government in Victoria, and let’s focus on the mainstream issues, let’s do it. And |
suppose that’s what John is saying if it isn’t, and if it is about you want to focus on a key issue
on the, on the women’s issue specifically that you’ve been focusing on, [$8:30] then then as
John said, well you know, you can do that from — there are others means for you to be able to
do that. But if that’s the only thing and that’s what you are going to focus yourself on, you’re
taking us all on that journey.

J Pesutto And so for example, and so just to finish on that, [ know we’ve been talking for
a bit, if you are going to be bringing down Katherine Deves, then whatever we are talking
about, I’ll be honest with you, whatever we are talking about, we could find Daniel Andrews
robbing a 7-Eleven, but if you bring Katherine Deves down, everyone is going to go “don’t
care about that, Katherine Deves is in town,” that’s all it’s going to be about. [$9:00] And this
is why I say to you, I genuinely say, it’s a really tough call for you, because I think the best
thing you can do for yourself, if you don’t mind me saying, is honestly arriving at a decision
to say what do I really passionately want to do. Because if you want to keep doing that, I think
that first option of going your own way would be the best. But I don’t- the reason I say that is
I don’t want you to be under any misapprehension about what’s required in the statement
[59:30] and not just the statement but what follows it. So, you can’t be bringing down Katherine
Deves because when you bring down Katherine Deves, we’re all in it. It means disowning those
people, I will not, I will not be associated by one or two times removed with Angie Jones. I
will not. Anyone like that is out of my tent, but if you are prepared to do that, that’s how I think
it can work, but it's a big ask, and if you want to be able to keep doing those things, [1:00:00]
that's why I think, you know, just, you know, have a sense of what it really does require, because
it's big, it's doable, but it requires a big change. I don't know if you need any time to think we're
going to, we're talking about a lot of issues, unless there is anything else you wanted to
contribute, Moira, but I'd like some time to think and maybe just confer if that's all right. I
mean, | genuinely want to explore the options, Moira.
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D Southwick None of us want to talk about this. [1:00:30] To be honest, none of us want to
talk about this.

M Deeming When you say this, what do you mean?
D Southwick What we’re talking about now-
G Grozier = Why we’re here-

D Southwick None of us — we're going to Parliament next week. I don't want to talk about
Nazis. I don't want to talk about this. Seriously, I don’t want to talk about this.

J Pesutto We're supposed to be getting Robert Redlich to appear before a committee that
we’re hoping to set up, which is in the papers, hoping to get Callida the independent auditor,
it’s just — and it’s just slipping.

G Crozier  Harriet Shing.

[1:10:00]

J Pesutto So, Moira, I’'m just —

M Deeming [ wasn’t mocking you, I just -

D Southwick No, no. Yeah, yeah —

M Deeming Trying to work out if we’re talking about Nazis or the paedophile thing. That’s

D Southwick Well — well I think, yeah —
M Deeming No I’m just [inaudible]-
D Southwick The unfortunate thing, about his whole thing is —

M Deeming Well, no, because two different things need to be denounced is what I’m saying

D Southwick — the Nazis used the paedophile thing

J Pesutto Sorry, Matt. Matt?

M Deeming [I’'m just saying there’s two different things
D Southwick Yeah.

M Bach It’s been good to listen, it’s been good to hear your views, Moira. Even in that,
in coming back, in seeking, [1:01:30] pointedly, I think, from you, so to seek to lessen some of
the shocking things that these — your friends - have said, demonstrates to me that — I don’t think
there is a way forward. So, for me, the issue is your friends, the people you worked with, the
people you showed through Parliament, very openly and publicly, have a long history of
sympathizing with neo-Nazis [1:02:00] and white supremacists. And you said a little while
back, John, you know, you wanted to explore and see if there is a way forward. I — this — I don’t
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think there is. These are your people, and I don’t mind saying also, I don’t think a reasonable
person would believe you, that you had no idea that these are the long standing, stated views
of your people. I don’t believe you. And it’s absolutely clear to me, from what you’ve said,
[1:02:30] that you don’t get the seriousness of that, at all. Your mob have stated white
supremacist views and still we’re arguing about exactly what they might have mean —

J Pesutto — as recently as yesterday —

M Bach — when they call trans people paedophiles, which, of course in and of itself, is
quite disgusting and disgraceful, so, for mine, I don’t see a way forward.

J Pesutto Georgie, did you have anything else? And we’re not deciding now — [1:03:00]

G Crozier No [I've said, I’ve said I’'m so disappointed, I can’t begin to tell you how
disappointed I am, because we have put a lot of time in, we’ve had lots of discussions, I am
bitterly disappointed that’s all I’ve got to say.

J Pesutto Um did you have anything further to add —

D Southwick Oh look, I mean, I think there’s one thing about working on an issue, there’s
another thing in terms of [1:03:30] associating yourself with those individuals. And you’ve
done that, I mean, and that’s — Matt makes an absolute point, they are your people, you know,
you showed them into Parliament, you took them through the back, you interviewed with them,
you, you know, like you are connected well and truly —

G Crozier  — You’re celebrating afterwards.

D Southwick celebrating with a champagne afterwards. If at any point in time, up until this
point, there has not been any alarm bells, in fact, quite the opposite having a champagne with
effectively known individuals [1:04:00] that have very stated views about this issue. It's very,
very hard to walk back from that. It's very, very hard to walk back from that. And yeah, it's all
very well to talk to them about separate issues, but the neo-Nazis have effectively used, you
know, connection of the paedophilia and all that kind of stuff;, is that’s who they see trans people
as, you know, and it's, it's, it's, it's the two — the two issues have come in unison together because
of a very deliberate attempt and these, [1:04:30] these — these women that you know, as Matt
has said, your friends effectively, have not denounced any of these Nazis. Have been taking
selfies with them. So, you know, they've used it — they've used it as part of their posse. They
haven't turned around and focused on the issues that you want to prosecute, if it was on the
issues that you want to prosecute, change rooms and whatever else, fine, but it's not that, you
chose to do that publicly. You chose to do that with a group of people that associate [1:05:00]
themselves — you took it to the steps of Parliament, which is always very dangerous. How do
you walk back from that? How do you walk back from that, credibly? You know, yeah, I don't
know, I mean if — fine, I'm always willing to give people the benefit of the doubt, but you're an
elected Member of Parliament in a team in the Liberal Party, those views of the — effectively
of those friends [1:05:30] who you’ve walked through the back of Parliament you're now
associated with, and by implication, we are. Because they were the questions that I had. They
were the questions that the ABC ran to the Anti-Defamation Commission. You know, do you
know that the Liberal Party — the Anti-Defamation Commission were asked after me., you
know, did you know that - what are your thoughts about the Liberal Party having one of their
own associated with these Nazis?
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J Pesutto Association is a flexible word, [1:06:00] and you leave yourself open.

D Southwick And it’s not the people that marched on the steps, they were — they were the
icing on the cake, it was the individuals that you had champagne with who have had selfies
with Nazis.

J Pesutto So Moira, I think that that option’s difficult, I wouldn’t say it’s impossible but I
worry that Matt’s right, I don’t think it would be believed, but I’d give it chance, but there’s
nothing we can do tonight, [1:06:30] we can’t force any outcome on you but I am concerned
about the damage that this has done to the party. I’'m inclined to think that a resignation’s the
best thing to do, because it would involve - avoid a whole lot of other, you know, difficult time
for the party. But if you really, honestly feel that you could cut yourself away from these people
then I’'m prepared to look at it [1:07:00] but I couldn’t give a guarantee that it would be enough.
As I said, I would want to think through it, I just think the damage is deep, and it’s- we haven’t
even got through the toughest part of it yet, which is coming.

M Deeming AmI-
J Pesutto [inaudible] by all means.

M Deeming I don’t have a problem at all, and I look forward to denouncing Nazism and, I
don’t know, anything similar [1:07:30] and any accusations of paedophilia for the trans
community. No problem at all. I don’t believe those things.

J Pesutto are you prepared to dis—

M Deeming — I know it sounds stupid to you, but honestly, I did not read those the way that
you have read them, and I’m not arguing with you, I see it now that you’ve said it but I’'m not
kidding I don’t I don’t it was just they were having an argument [1:08:00] with the activist —
and I’m not arguing it, [’'m just saying —

G Crozier  But I think that goes to Matt’s point, I only saw that an hour ago or whatever it
was, an hour ago. I could not believe — I said, “that’s not Moira”, I — didn’t I? I said, “that’s not
Moira”. They said, “That is Moira”. I said “you’re serious, how on earth?” I couldn’t believe
that you would do that, after everything that Rodrigo had read out, and I’ve seen the YouTubes
[1:08:30] I’ve been going through with that woman, whatever her name is, and the jokes and
the whispers and, you know, the revving up and whatever, all of that. So, there is a close
association.

M Deeming What [inaudible] whispers.

G Crozier  Oh I don’t know, I saw it on YouTube, you were whispering in her ear about
something. It’s on YouTube.

M Deeming I’'m not denying that, I’'m just —

G Crozier = — Anyway, all I’'m saying is that this is what is out there in the public domain
that I found, like I’'m not — you know, [1:09:00] what I’'m saying is I am, as I said, so bitterly
disappointed that we are even having this discussion. And there is, there is no question there is
a clear association because of the imagery and the actions that we — you can’t take back, no
one can take back, because they’re there. They’re there forever, and that is the problem.
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M Deeming Well, I don’t know what to say to you, this seems so insane to me, of course I
don’t [1:09:30] think that a whole group of people are paedophiles because of their sexuality
or gender identity. Of course, I’'m not a Nazi and I don’t support Nazism. I’'m more than happy
to condemn all of that. It’s just a real shock to me, it’s just a real shock to me that those were
the ones that you thought were Nazis.

G Crozier  They’re their words —
J Pesutto Their — we’re only using the words —

M Deeming — I’m not arguing, I’'m not arguing. I’'m just telling you the truth. I thought you
were going to come in here and talk to me about those people in black [1:10:00].

D Southwick There’s no question who they are.

J Pesutto Yeah

M Deeming No but no, I'm just saying, I wasn’t prepared for —
G Crozier = — That’s the cream on the top

M Deeming [I’m not arguing, I’m just saying. Do you want me to wait outside while you
talk?

J Pesutto Well, we might go, you can stay here if you like. We might just have a few
minutes. Do you mind if we just have a few minutes —

M Deeming No, I don’t mind.
END: [1:10:30]
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