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Form 59
Rule 29.02(1)

Affidavit of Rukshan Fernando

VID 1023 of 2023
Federal Court of Australia

District Registry: Victoria
Division: General

MOIRA DEEMING
Applicant

JOHN PESUTTO
Respondent

Affidavit of: Rukshan Fernando
Occupation:  Independent Journalist
Date: 27 May 2024

| Rukshan Fernando of [ <2y on oath:

e | am a videographer and independent journalist.

2. I have reported on and closely followed protests across Victoria for about 4 years. | first
started doing so in 2021, when | attended (for the purposes of recording and reporting
on) anti-lockdown protests that occurred in Melbourne in 2021. | estimate that | reported
on about 80% of the anti-lockdown protests that took place that year. | have since
continued to cover protests, particularly in light of the strong protest culture in
Melbourne, and have developed a keen interest in reporting on protests at a ground
level, by recording and publishing both live and montaged footage of these events.

L I live stream my recorded footage on my Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/therealrukshan/) (Facebook Page) and publish shorter

edited versions of the footage on social media, including X
(https://x.com/therealrukshan) and Instagram
Filed on behalf of (name & role of party) Moira Deeming, the Applicant
Prepared by (name of person/lawyer) Patrick George, Solicitor
Law firm (if applicable) Giles George
Tel 1300 163 662 Fax
Email patrick. george@gilesgeorge.com.au | jeremy.marel@gilesgeorge.com.au | petar.strkali@gilesgeorge.com.au
Address for service Level 7, 135 King Street
(include state and postcode) Sydney NSW 2000

[Version 3 form approved 02/05/2019]
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92.

93.

11

Trans activists claiming the rally was hateful broke police lines multiple times
to try and stop the women from speaking in their designated space, leading
to multiple altercations with security and police.

On the outer edges of the rally, another group of agitators were in a stand-off,
adding to the chaos on the streets of Melbourne.”

A copy of that tweet is at page 68 of Exhibit RF-1.

| published the tweets set out in the preceding paragraph after seeing online
commentary, particularly on social media, which suggested that the LWS Rally and the
NSN were somehow connected. Based on my observations, this was not true. | recall
seeing a tweet to this effect published by the then Premier of Victoria Daniel Andrews.
As | had attended the LWS Rally, recorded footage of it, and observed the events on
that day, | felt it necessary, as an independent journalist who regularly reports on
protests across Victoria, to accurately comment and report on my observations and
audio-visual recordings of the LWS Rally. To me it was clear (on account of my
observations in paragraphs 11 to 88 above) that the various groups that gathered
outside Parliament House on 18 March 2023 were not connected. This became
particularly clear to me after seeing Sewell speak through his megaphone whilst the
LWS Rally was ongoing and its attendees were speaking themselves (as traversed in

paragraphs 56 to 56 above).
[ —

On the evening of 19 March 2023, | recall seeing what | understand is being referred to
as the ‘Media Release’ in these proceedings. | do not recall precisely how | first came
across it, but | think | first saw it on X. | read the Media Release and understood that Mr
Pesutto was suggesting that the LWS Rally was associated with the NSN. | was
shocked by this allegation and published the following tweet at 9.11pm on 19 March
2023:

“It's being reported that the Liberal Party is considering expelling one of its
woman MP's Moira Deeming because they attended a rally to advocate on
behalf of women's rights.

The rally was then hijacked by a group of men that decided to use the rally to
espouse their own extreme view against another group, which was then
further misrepresented by the media and politicians that were not even there
as being associated with the women.
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The women's rights rally was further targeted by trans rights activists, that
attempted to disrupt the event multiple times.

If this is true, its [sic] no wonder the Liberal Party keep loosing elections.”

A copy of this tweet is at page 68 of Exhibit RF-1.

94. | published this tweet, for the same reasons traversed in paragraph 92 above.

AY

Sworn by the deponent
at Melbourne

in Victoria
on 27 May

/Sighature of deponent

24

Signature of witness

JAMES ANDREW MacLEOD J.P
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

Name and qualificgdi
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